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OBJECT  OF  THIS  BOOK 


This  little  book  has  been  composed  for  pilgrims  and  visitors 
to  the  Shrine  of  St.  Anne,  at  Beaupre.  It  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  There  is  first  the  HISTORIC Ai,  part,  wh'ich  comprises 
the  abridged  history  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  of 
St.  Anne's  life  and  mortal  remains,  of  the  devotion  to  this 
Saint  in  our  country,  as  also  of  the  origin  and  truly  wonderful 
developments  of  pilgrimages  to  this  Shrine.  Then  comes  the 
DESCRiPTivK  PART,  the  longest  of  the  three,  which  contains 
an  exact  description  of  the  most  remarkable  things  connected 
with  the  Sanctuary  and  its  surroundings.  Finally  there  is  the 
DiRKCTivK  PART,  wherein  is  found  all  the  desirable  information 
concerning  the  work  attached  to  pilgrimages. 

The  many  strangers,  whether  they  be  pilgrims  or  visitors, 
who,  during  summer,  visit  the  Shrine  of  St.  Anne,  at  Beaupre^ 
cannot  always  meet  there  persons  who  are  able  to  give  them 
all  the  information  they  would  wish  regarding  the  famous 
Sanctuary.  The  Fathers  in  charge  of  the  holy  Shrine,  engaged 
as  they  are  in  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry,  cannot  always  be 
at  their  command  for  this  purpose.  This  guide-book  will  supply 
a  means  of  self-instruction  and  will  enable  one  and  all  in  a 
short  time  to  acquire  by  himself  a  through  and  exact  knowledge 
of  that  place  of  pilgrimage,  whose  fame  nowadays  spreads  even 
to  the  remotest  parts  of  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

This  little  book  is  therefore  a  guide  as  reliable  as  it  is  neces- 
sary for  all  pilgrims  and  visitors  to  the  Holy  Shrine  of  Good 
St.  Anne.  Consequently,  we  wish  to  see  it  in  the  hands  of  all, 
hoping  that  it  will  prove  instructive  and  interesting,  and  that 
it  will  contribute  to  the  better  knowledge,  love  and  glory  of 
the  great  Wonder-worker  of  Canada. 


A  FEW  WORDS  TO  TRAVELLERS 


For  the  sake  of  those  coming  from  afar  to  visit  the  famous 
Shrine  of  St.  Anne  at  Beaupre,  we  think  it  advisable  to  give 
some  local  information. 

Quebec  is  the  nearest  city  to  Beaupre,  and  the  means  of 
access  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  that  ancient  and  inter- 
esting city  are  well  known. 

From  Quebec  to  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre  is  about  21  miles. 
Both  by  land  and  by  water,  the  country  passed  is  strikingly 
beautiful.  The  Cote  Beaupre  is  one  of  the  richest  spots  in 
natural  scenery  in  Canada,  and  has  been  the  cradle  of  the 
Canadian  people,  besides  being  the  scene  of  many  great  histo- 
rical events. 

By  land  the  traveller  can  take  a  private  carriage  from  any  of 
the  Quebec  or  Beaupre  cab-stands,  where  comfortable  vehicles 
may  be  found  at  all  hours.  He  can  also  make  the  iourney  by 
the  electric  cars  which  run,  at  intervals  of  one  hour,  between 
Quebec  and  St.  Anne's. 

During  the  pilgrimage  season,  the  fine  steamboat  beaupr^ 
makes  an  average  of  two  trips  a  week  from  Montreal,  leaving 
there  in  the  evening  and  arriving  at  Beaupre  early  the  follow- 
ing morning. 

There  are  numerous  hotels  and  boarding-houses  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Anne's  church,  where  accommodation  for  any 
length  of  time  may  be  had  on  very  moderate  terms. 

At  the  Convent  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters,  ladies  and  children 
are  received  as  transient  or  permanent  boarders,  and  gentle- 
men can  take  their  meals  there,  but  cannot  sleep  on  the 
premises. 


I.  SAINT  ANNE  DE  BEAUPRE 

Antiquity. —  Most  reliable  documents  go  to  prove  that  the 
origin  of  Beaupre  dates  back  almost  to  the  earliest  times  of 
French  colonization  in  Canada.  It  was  organized  as  a  parish 
in  the  year  1657,  at  which  period  the  only  parishes  in  the 
colony  were  Tadoussac,  Quebec,  Montreal,  Three  Rivers  and 
Chateau-Richer.  St.  Anne  de  Beaupr6  was  therefore  the  sixth 
parish  in  this  country. 

Inhabitants. — The  first  colonists  that  settled  there  came 
chiefly  from  Brittany  and  Normandy.  Besides  their  tender 
devotion  to  Good  St.  Anne,  those  daring  pioneers  bequeathed 
to  their  children  such  an  attachment  for  the  soil  they  had 
cultivated,  that  even  now,  after  a  space  of  two  centuries  and  a 
half,  representatives  of  most  of  the  first  families  are  to  be 
found  amongst  the  inhabitants.  Besides,  we  know  that  most  of 
the  neighboring  parishes  were  founded  and  peopled  by  colonists 
who  came  from  Beaupre. 

The  parish  has  had  different  names  in  the  course  of  time ; 
Sle  Anne  du  Petit-Cap,  Ste  Anne  du  Nord  and  finally  St  Aime 
de  Beaupre  or  La  Bomte  Ste  Anne.  Its  population,  at  present, 
numbers  about  2000  souls,  all  Catholics  of  French  descent. 

Notable  men.  -  More  than  one  illustrious  name  is  found  in 
the  history  of  this  privileged  little  nook.  Let  us  mention, 
among  others,  the  name  of  Brother  Didack,  a  Franciscan 
friar  who  died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity,  in  the  year  1699,  and 
who  became  famous  for  the  miracles  wrought  after  his  death. 
Peter  Carre,  surnamed  "the  hero  of  Beaupre,"  to  whose 


intrepidity  Quebec  is  mostly  indebted  not  to  have  fallen  under 
the  British  sway,  during  the  expedition  of  Phipps,  in  the  year 

1690,  was  also  born  here. 
His  Excki^IvKncy  Rkn^ 
Edouard  Caron,  the  most 
illustrious  offspring  of  the 
Cote  Beaupre,  who  died  a 
lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  in  1876, 
also  saw  the  light  of  day  for 
the  first  time  in  this  parish. 
The  house  in  which  he  was 
born  and  reared,  and  which 
is  now  the  property  of  his 
brother,  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
stands  about  a  mile  from  the 
church. 

St.  Anne  de  Beaupre  gave 
also  to  the  Church,  in  these 
HIS  EXCKLivKNCY  later  years,  several  priests  and 

RKNE  EDOUARD  CARON         rcligious  men  and  women. 


11.  DEVOTION  TO  ST  ANNE  AT  BEAUPRE 

Its  begfinnitig'S. — Being  for  the  greater  part  natives  of 
Normandy  and  Brittany,  where  St.  Anne  is  held  in  high  honor, 
the  forefathers  of  the  French  Canadians  brought  with  them 
from  France  the  devotion  to  St.  Anne,  and  handed  it  down  to 
their  descendants  as  a  sacred  inheritance.  In  fact,  from  the 
early  days  of  New  France,  the  devotion  to  the  glorious  ances- 
tress of  Christ  was  practised  in  the  whole  St.  Lawrence  valley. 
Her  name  appears  in  all  the  important  events  connected  with 
the  foundation  and  progress  of  the  colony  ;  her  feast  was 
celebrated  with  great  solemnity  in  all  churches  and  chapels 
many  of  which  were  placed  under  her  patronage. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  one  of  these 
sanctuaries  dedicated  to  St.  Anne  was  seen  to  rise  on  the 


riverside  at  Beaupre,  and  destined  to  become  the  most 
celebrated  of  all.  According  to  a  venerable  tradition,  it  was 
built  by  a  few  Breton  mariners  who,  seeing  themselves  in 
danger  of  perishing  by  shipwreck,  vowed  that  they  would  erect 
a  chapel  to  the  well  beloved  patroness  of  their  own  dear 
Brittany,  on  the  very  spot  where  they  might  happen  to  land. 

Here  is  the  tale  such  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by 
tradition  : 

It  was  about  the  year  1650.  Some  Breton  mariners,  whilst 
navigating  the  St  I^awrence,  were  overtaken  by  a  frightful 
storm.  Their  vessel  was  violently  tossed  by  the  waves  which 
drove  it  rapidly  upon  the  rocks.  They  were  going  to  perish  : 
they  had  to  expect  but  shipwreck  and  a  watery  grave.  But 
behold,  in  the  midst  of  their  distress,  they  remembered  St. 
Anne  the  well  beloved  patroness  of  their  own  beloved  Brittany. 
They  at  once  invoked  her  with  fervor  and  confidence  and 
vowed  that,  if  the  Saint  would  save  them  from  shipwreck, 
they  would  build  a  chapel  in  her  honor  on  the  very  spot 
where  the  should  happen  to  land.  Their  prayers  were  heard. 
When  the  morning  dawned,  those  brave  men  found  themselves 
quite  unexpectedly  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  in  front  of 
Beaupre.  They  landed  and,  true  to  their  vow,  raised  a  little 
wooden  chapel  in  honor  of  St.  Anne  their  deliverer. 

Whatever  may  be  the  historical  value  of  this  tradition  one 
fact  is  beyond  dispute  :  it  is  that  this  humble  sanctuary  was 
dear  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cote  Beaupre,  but  more 
especially  to  mariners.  Most  of  them,  before  they  went  to 
sea,  came  there  to  place  themselves  under  the  care  of  her  who 
is  the  ''Patroness  of  seafarers"  and  to  ask  her  protection  in  the 
numberless  dangers  of  the  broad  ocean  and  of  the  mighty  river, 
and  *'often",  as  a  chronicler  of  that  time  says,  ''they  expe- 
rienced a  special  protection  from  this  practice". 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  Beaupr^  pilgrimage,  famous  in  our 
days  throughout  America.  One  must  therefore  go  back  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  to  find  traces  of  its  beginning. 

Kven  then  indeed  the  modest  sanctuary  of  the  Cote  Beaupre 
was  known  far  and  wide.    Pious  persons  used  to  come  from 


Quebec  and  the  outlaying  regions,  in  order  to  pray  to  St.  Anne 
in  her  little  wooden  chapel ;  and  the  glorious  ancestress  of  Our 
Saviour  vSoon  showed  that  she  had  chosen  this  blessed  spot  to 
manifest  to  the  eyes  of  men  her  power  and  goodness.  As  far 
back  as  1662,  marvellous  cures  were  obtained  at  Beaupre  ; 
already  pilgrims  of  all  classes  flocked  there  in  great  numbers. 
Of  this  we  have  testimonies  which  are  certain  and  reliable. 

Threefold  testimony.— The  first  testimony  is  that  of 
MoNSEiGNKUR  DK  Lavai,,  first  bishop  of  Quebec.  This  illus- 
trious prelate  himself  had  the 
most  tender  devotion  to  St. 
Anne.  Several  times  he  went 
as  a  pilgrim  to  her  sanctuary 
at  Beaupre,  and  he  attri- 
buted to  the  devotion  to- 
wards that  great  Saint  the 
best  success  of  his  episco- 
pate. 

''We  confess,  he  wrote  in 
1667,  that  nothing  has  aided 
us  more  powerfully  in  sus- 
taining the  weight  of  this 
rising  Church  than  the 
special  devotion  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country 
bear  to  St.  Anne,  a  devotion  Bishop  Lavai. 

which  we  can  affirm  with  certainty,  distinguishes  them  from 
all  other  peoples. " 

In  1668,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Morki.,  missionary  priest  of  the 
Cote  Beaupr^,  published,  for  the  edification  of  the  faithful,  an 
account  of  the  miracles  that  occurred  at  St.  Anne's,  miracles  of 
which  he  had  been  an  eye-witness  or  else  well  informed.  This 
book  bears  the  approval  of  Monseigneur  de  Laval  and  begins 
thus  : 

"As  God  has  ever  selected  some  churches  among  others, 
where  by  the  intercession  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  Angels 


and  the  Saints,  he  widely  opens  the  bosom  of  his  mercies  and 
performs  numberless  wonders  which  he  does  not  ordinarily 
work  elsewhere,  so  He  seems,  in  our  days,  to  have  chosen  the 
church  of  St.  Anne  of  the  Little  Cape  as  a  favorable  asylum  and 
a  safe  refuge  for  the  Christians  of  this  New  World,  and  that  he 
has  placed  in  the  hands  of  St.  Anne  a  treasury  of  graces  and 
b  essings  which  He  showers  liberally  upon  all  who  invoke  her 
with  devotion  in  that  place,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  many 
miracles  which  have  taken  place  during  the  past  six  years." 

And  after  having  given  a  detailed  account  of  many  miracu- 
lous cures,  Father  Morel  concludes  his  pious  manuscript  with 
these  notable  words  : 

"Still  of  more  moment  than  all  these  cures,  are  the  graces 
which  God  has  given  and  continues  to  give  every  day,  through 
the  intercession  of  St.  Anne,  to  many  a  sinner  for  his  conver- 
sion to  a  better  life.    Having  performed  the  pastoral  functions 

in  this  church  during  vsix 
years,  I  have  known  many 
who  have  received  this  hap- 
piness. These  favours  how- 
ever take  place  between  God 
and  the  soul,  and  will  only 
be  known  in  eternity.  From 
such  happy  beginnings  we 
foster  the  well  founded  hope 
that  the  Almighty,  through 
the  intercession  of  St.  Anne, 
will  from  this  place  bestow 
manifold  blessings  upon  our 
country." 

The  VKNERABI.K  Mary 
OF  THK  Incarnation, 
foundress  of  the  Ursulines  of 
Quebec,  bears  also  witness  to 
these  miracles  in  a  letter 
Mary  of  the  Incarnation  written  to  her  son,  in  1665  ; 


**  Seven  leagues  from  here,  there  is  a  village  called  Ivittle 
Cape,  where  there  is  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Anne,  in  which 
our  Lord  vouohsafes  to  work  great  prodigies  by  the  intercession 
of  the  holy  mother  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  There  the  paralytic 
are  made  to  walk,  the  blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  sick, 
no  matter  what  their  ailment  may  be,  regain  their  health." 

Would  not  one  say  that  these  words  have  been  written  in 
our  days  !  or  rather  is  not  this  a  faithful  account  of  what  hap- 
pens yet  every  day  at  Beaupre  ? 

Movement  and  progress  of  the  pilgrimage.  —  The 
pilgrimage,  in  these  remote  times,  was  far  from  having  the 
same  importance  it  has  acquired  to-day.  Its  progress  was  slow 
and  it  is  only  in  these  last  twenty  five  years  that  it  has 
reached  the  degree  of  development,  organization  and  celebrity 
which  make  Beaupr6  to-day  the  rival  of  Lourdes. 

Up  to  1875,  the  number  of  pilgrims  although  augmenting 
with  the  increasing  population,  had  not  yet  exceeded  the  annual 
figure  of  12,000.  It  was  during  the  month  of  July  that  nearly 
all  the  devout  servants  of  St.  Anne  visited  her  blessed  Sanc- 
tuary. It  was  also  during  that  month  that  the  Indians  were 
seen  coming  in  their  bark  canoes,  to  offer  their  homages  to 
their  good  mother,  whom  they  also  had  learnt  from  their 
missionnaries  to  love  and  to  invoke.  If  one  judges  by  the 
great  number  of  crutches  left  at  the  feet  of  this  our  Wonder- 
Worker,  the  number  of  miraculous  cures  wrought  at  Beaupr^ 
has  always  been  very  great. 

Circumstances  however  became  more  favorable  and  prepared 
the  astonishing  development  that  this  pilgrimage  has  acquired 
in  this  later  period.  Thanks  to  the  zealous  impulse  given  by 
his  Eminence  Cardinal  Taschereau  and  all  his  suffragans ; 
thanks  to  the  devotedness  and  zeal  of  the  Canadian  Clergy  in 
organizing  pilgrimages  of  parishes  and  confraternities  ;  thanks 
to  the  intelligent  and  devoted  labors  of  Fathers  J.  B.  Blouin 
and  Ant.  Gauvreau,  the  two  last  parish-priests  of  St.  Anne's 
before  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  took  charge  of  the  parish  ; 
thanks  also  to  a  greater  facility  for  communication  betweett 


Oiiebec  and  Beaupre  ;  thanks  again  to  the  publishing  and  to 
the  diffusion  of  the  A?mals  of  St.  Anne  ;  thanks  especially 
to  the  erection  of  a  new  sanctuary  more  spacious  and  more 
sumptuous  than  the  former  one,  the  movement  of  the  people 
towards  Beaupre  was  more  ardent  and  more  universal,  and  we 
may  say  that  the  devotion  to  St.  Anne  has  become  the  national 
devotion  of  the  Canadian  people. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  movement  and  progress  of  the  pilgri- 
mages during  the  last  twenty  five  years,  we  give  the  following 
figures  which  will  speak  louder  than  words. 


Years  : 

Pilgrims  : 

Years  : 

Pilgrims  : 

Years  : 

Pilgrims 

1880 
1885 
1890 

1895 
1900 

36,0  0 
75,000 
105,000 
1 14, coo 

135,000 

I 

1902 

1903 
1904 

1905 

140,000 
155,000 
168,000 
156.260 
168,500 

1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 

175,000 
193,000 
1-99,700 
192,000 
188,266 

This  ever  increasing  affiuence  of  the  faithful  coming  from  all 
parts  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  the  Shrine  of  our 
Wonder- Worker,  gives  us  reason  to  believe  that  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  200,000  pilgrims  and  more  will  come  every 
year,  to  pray  to  Good  St.  Anne  in  her  blessed  Sanctuary  of 
Beaupre. 


in.    GOOD  SAINT  ANNE 

Since  Beaupre  was  chosen  by  God  to  do  honor  to  St.  Anne,  it 
is  well  to  make  her  known  to  pilgrims  and  visitors  who  come 
to  honor  her  in  this  sacred  place.  Accordingly,  we  will 
summarize,  in  a  few  pages,  the  history  of  HER  1.1FE,  HER  tomb 

and  HER  HOIvY  RELICS. 

Her  life. — Everybody  knows  that  Holy  Writ  says  abso- 
lutely nothing  of  St.  Anne  ;  it  does  not  even  mention  her  name. 
We  must  not  be  astonished  at  this.  As  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  was  sufficiently  glorified  to  have  had  our  Divine  Saviour 
Jesus-Christ  for  her  son,  so  it  suffices  for  the  glory  of  St.  Anne 
to  have  the  Immaculate  Virgin  Mary  as  her  daughter. 


—  8  — 

St.  Anne  mother  of  the  Mother  of  God  ;  St.  Anne  the  grand- 
mother of  Jesus-Christ :  these  two  expressions  tell  all.  They, 
on  the  one  hand,  give  us  to  understand  the  measure  of  her 
sanctity  on  earth,  just  as  they  do  the  measure  of  her  glory  in 
heaven  and  of  her  power  with  God ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
they  account  for  the  veneratio7i^  love  and  confidence  with  which 
Christians  of  all  centuries  surrounded  her  name. 

As  for  Christian  Tradition,  the  details  which  it  has  handed 
down  to  us,  with  regard  to  St.  Anne,  are  rather  vague.  It  is 
the  accepted  opinion  however,  that  her  father's  name  was 
StoUan,  and  that  of  her  mother,  Kmerentiana,  both  of  the  tribe 
of  Juda,  and  of  the  royal  family  of  David.  Their  dwelling-place 
seems  to  have  been  Nazareth  or  the  little  town  of  Sephoris,  at 
the  north  of  Mount  Carmel.  Her  sisters  were  the  mothers  of 
several  of  the  apostles,  also  of  St.  Elizabeth  who  gave  birth  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist.  Anne  herself  espoused  Joachim  or  KH- 
Achim,  of  the  same  tribe  and  family  as  herself ;  he  is  mentioned 
under  the  abbreviated  name  of  EH,  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  St.  Luke.  The  only  offspring  of  the  holy  alliance  was  the 
glorious  Virgin  Mar5\ 

St.  Anne's  life  was  that  of  a  good  and  pious  mother  of  family, 
who  shares  her  time  between  prayer,  the  care  of  her  children 
and  that  of  the  poor. 

Tradition  takes  away  St.  Joachim  from  this  world  a  short 
time  after  he  had  consecrated  to  the  Lord  his  only  and  beloved 
daughter,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  in  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem. 

As  to  St.  Anne,  without  knowing  precisely  the  time  of  her 
happy  death,  we  believe  and  lovingly  think  that  she  did  not 
depart  from  this  world,  without  having  had,  like  the  saintly 
old  man  Simeon,  the  happiness  of  contemplating  the  promised 
and  long-expected  Messiah,  of  holding  in  her  arms  and  of 
pressing  to  her  heart  Him  who  was  her  grandson  as  well  as  her 
Saviour  and  her  God. 

Her  tomb. — It  would  doubtless  be  pleasing  to  know  what 
has  been  the  fate,  through  successive  ages,  of  the  mortals  re- 
mains of  the  glorious  ancestress  of  Our  Saviour.  The  following 
details  on  this  subject  are  taken  from  the  most  authentic  sources. 
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The  body  of  St.  Anne,  buried  first  in  Bethlehem,  in  the  ances- 
tral tomb,  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Jerusalem  by  the  first 
Christians,  and  placed  in  another  tomb  in  the  church  of  Our 
Lady  of  Josaphat,  by  the  side  of  her  spouse  St.  Joachim. 

It  is  a  historical  fact  that  from  the  earliest  years  of  Christia- 
nity, the  town  of  Apt,  in  France,  had  become  the  depository  of 
the  body  of  the  Blessed  Virgin's  mother.  How  it  came  to  be  in 
possession  of  this  inestimable  treasure,  is  known  only  by 
tradition. 

The  most  generally  accepted  opinion  is  that  it  had  been 
brought  from  Jerusalem  into  France  by  St.  Lazarus,  who  was 
raised  from  the  dead  by  our  Saviour,  and  who  afterwards  became 
the  first  bishop  of  Marseilles.  Others  attribute  the  translation 
of  those  precious  relics  from  Palestine  into  France,  either  to  the 
pilgrims  of  the  first  centuries,  or  to  St.  Auspicius,  the  apostle  of 
Apt,  or  else  to  St.  Helen  who  might  have  had  special  reasons 
for  honoring  the  town  of  Apt  with  this  royal  present. 

In  any  case,  it  is  certain  that  the  mortal  remains  of  St.  Anne 
were  at  Apt,  and  were  there  the  object  of  the  just  veneration  of 
the  faithful  ;  documents  of  the  time  go  to  prove  it. 

A  strange  fact,  but  one  which  frequently  occurs  in  eccle- 
siastical history,  these  precious  remains,  after  having  long  been 
the  object  of  a  well-deserved  veneration,  suddenly  disappeared 
without  leaving  any  traces.    What  had  become  of  them  ? 

To  remove  them  from  the  danger  of  profanation  by  the  bar- 
barians, they  had  to  be  placed  in  a  grotto  hollowed  out  of  the 
foundations  of  the  church  itself,  and  the  entry  of  which  was 
sealed  so  as  to  avoid  suspicions.  There  this  sacred  deposit  lay 
hidden  and  forgotten  for  many  centuries,  until  the  day  when, 
at  last.  Divine  Providence  was  pleased  to  reveal  it  by  a  miracle. 

The  Annals  of  that  time  relate  that  the  great  emperor  Charle- 
magne, on  returning  from  an  expedition  into  Gaul,  had  stopped 
at  Apt  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Easter.  During  the  celebration 
of  the  divine  mysteries  at  which  the  emperor  was  present, 
behold  a  young  man  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth,  son  of 
Baron  de  Cazeneuve,  walked  up  to  the  altar-rail,  led  by  an 


unseen  hand,  and  there  made  signs  to  the  crowd  to  dig  the  j 
ground  under  where  he  stood.  At  ihe  emperor's  command,  for 
he  foresaw  some  prodigy,  work  was  commenced,  and  behold 
they  found  a  secret  chapel  where  formerly  St.  Auspicius,  the 
apostle  of  that  city,  was  wont  to  celebrate  the  holy  mysteries, 
during  the  persecution.  The  young  man  walks  first  into  the 
underground  sanctuary  and  bids  by  signs  to  dig  even  deeper 
towards  a  wall  which  he  points  out.  They  obeyed  and  discovered 
another  crypt  which  gave  forth  rays  of  light,  to  the  stupe- 
faction of  all.  They  hastily  tore  down  the  wall  and  saw  a 
lighted  lamp  standing  before  a  recess  which  was  cut  out  of  the 
inner  wall  of  the  crypt.  All  at  once,  the  eyes  and  the  ears  of 
the  young  man  were  opened  and  his  tongue  was  untied  by  the 
power  of  God,  and  he  exclaimed  joyfully  and  with  a  loud  voice  : 
This  hollow  contains  the  body  of  St.  Anne^  the  mother  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  Mother  of  God, — Immediately,  by  the 
emperor's  order,  they  opened  the  recess  and  saw  the  holy  relics 
of  the  Blessed  Anne,  encased  in  a  cypress-wood  shrine  and 
enshrouded  in  a  veil  on  which  were  written  these  latin  words  : 
Hie  est  corpus  beatcE  Annce,  matris  Virginis  Maries.  Here  is 
the  body  of  St.  Anne,  mother  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

As  soon  as  they  had  opened  the  reliquary  that  contained  the 
holy  body,  a  fragrance  came  forth  similar  to  that  of  balsam. 
Then  the  clergy  and  the  people,  transported  with  holy  joy, 
together  gave  a  thousand  thanks  to  the  Most  High  who  had 
vouchsafed  to  reveal  to  them  the  venerable  body  of  the  holy 
ancestress  of  Jesus-Christ,  and  to  endow  the  Church  with  so 
precious  a  treasure. 

This  happened  in  the  year  792,  and  since  then,  the  church  of 
St.  Anne  at  Apt,  has  been  a  celebrated  place  of  pilgrimage,  and 
the  good  Saint  has  always  shown  herself  a  faithful  protectress 
of  the  town  whose  honor  and  glory  it  is  to  possess  her  tomb. 

Her  holy  relics- — AH  the  relics  of  Good  St.  Anne  exposed 
to  the  veneration  of  the  faithful  in  the  numerous  Canadian 
churches  which  are  dedicated  to  the  mother  of  the  Immaculate 
Virgin,  come  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  famous 
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shrine  of  Apt.  The  Basilica  of  Beaupre  alone  contains  five  of 
those  relics.  And  this  is  how  it  happens  to  be  in  possession  of 
them. 

Father  Thomas  Morel,  the  first  parish  priest  of  St.  Anne's, 
tells  us  that  even  as  early  as  1662,  wonderful  cures  were 
wrought  in  the  Sanctuary  of  Beaupre.  Pilgrims  of  all  classes 
went  thither  in  great  number.  But  as  yet  there  was  no  sou- 
venir of  St.  Anne  to  be  offered  to  the  veneration  of  the  faithful. 
The  zeal  of  Mgr.  de  Laval  supplied  the  want.  Through  his 
efforts  a  precious  relic  was  soon  obtained  from  the  Chapter  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Carcassonne,  France.  It  is  a  pretty  big 
fragment  of  a  finger  hone  of  St.  Anne.  It  was  exj)osed  for  the 
first  time,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1670,  and  has  not  ceased  since 
then  to  be  an  object  of  fervent  devotion. 

A  second  valuable  relic  of  St.  Anne,  although  less  notable, 
was  presented,  in  1877,  by  the  Rev.  Nap.  Laliberte,  who  was  at 
that  time  pastor  of  St.  Michel  de  Bellechasse,  on  his  return 
from  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome. 

In  1889,  Mgr  Bolduc,  prelate  to  His  Holiness  Pope  lyeo  XIII, 


MiA^i-.  .-'!'  Ti'm  \  m     '-B         Finally,  in  1892,  the  late 

Cardinal  Taschereau  gave  to 
Cardinal  Taschkreau       the  Sanctuary  of  St.  Anne 


bequeathed  to  the  Basilica 
of  Beaupr6  a  third  relic  of 
the  Saint. 


In  1 891.  a  fourth  relic  con- 
sisting of  a  bone  from  the 
hand  of  St.  Anne,  was  given 
to  Beauprd  by  the  bishop  of 
Carcassonne,  at  the  express 
request  of  the  late  Cardinal 
Taschereau.  It  may  always 
be  seen  on  the  altar  of  the 
vestry,  where  it  is  a  constant 
object  of  the  pilgrims'  vene- 
ration and  of  the  visitors' 
legitimate  curiosity. 
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and,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  Canadian  faithful  the  Great  Relic 
which  he  had  obtained  from  Pope  I^eo  XIII,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  Mgr  Marquis,  apostolic  Prothonotary.  This  precious 
relic  consists  of  a  bone  from  her  wrist ;  it  measures  four  inches 
in  length.  A  precious  reliquary  made  of  gold  and  studded  with 
precious  stones  taken  from  votive  offerings  to  St.  Anne,  encases 
this  treasure. 

A  relic  of  another  kind  was  also  presented  to  the  church,  in 
1 880,  by  Rev.  Fr.  Charmetant,  of  the  African  missions.  It  is  a 
piece  of  rock  taken  from  the  wall  of  St.  Anne's  home  in  Jerusa- 
lem. This  house,  the  scene  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  and  the  birth  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  is  at  present 
the  crypt  of  the  Basilica  of  St.  Anne,  at  Jerusalem. 

As  we  have  no  relic  of  the  bodies  of  Mary  and  Joseph,  what 
relic  on  earth,  with  the  exception  of  the  Cross  bedewed  with  the 
blood  of  Our  Saviour,  are  more  precious  than  the  relics  of  her 
who  was  the  mother  of  the  Immaculate  Virgin  and  the  grand- 
mother of  Jesus-Christ  ?  In  possessing  these  portions  of  the 
hallowed  remains  of  St.  Anne,  the  Shrine  of  Beaupre  may 
therefore  boast  of  a  real  treasure,  one  by  far  more  precious  than 
the  numberless  gold  and  silver  objects  with  which  it  has  been 
enriched  through  the  gratitude  of  its  thousands  of  pilgrims. 


IV.   THE  OLD  SANCTUARIES 

**  When  the  first  settlements  were  founded  on  the  shores  of 
Beaupre,  says  Ferland  the  historian,  a  modest  chapel  was  built 
on  'the bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  was  probably  done  to 
commemorate  the  shrine  of  St.  Anne  at  Auray,  in  Brittany,  and 
accordingly  they  asked  that  the  new  chapel  might  be  placed 
under  the  good  Saint's  patronage.  It  seemed  as  if  God,  from 
that  moment,  poured  forth  special  graces  upon  those  who 
visited  the  humble  place  of  worship." 

In  the  years  previous  to  the  erection  of  this  * 'modest  temple" 
the  Little  Cape  was  in  charge  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers  whose  visits 
became  more  and  more  frequent  according  to  the  increase  of 
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the  population.  People  used  to  meet  sometimes  in  one  house, 
sometimes  in  another,  to  assist  at  divine  service  and  to  receive 
the  consolations  of  our  holy  Religion. 

The  first  sanctuary  or  the  wooden  churcli  — 1658 
1661. — But  this  portion  of  the  Cote  Beaupre  having  been 
organized  as  a  parish,  in  1657,  it  became  necessary  to  build  a 
church.  Besides,  the  inhabitants  of  Beaupre  the  majority  of 
which  were  old  mariners  indebted  to  St  Anne  for  many  signal 
favors,  were  anxious  to  have  a  chapel  built  in  their  midst,  but 
a  chapel  dedicated  to  their  Benefactress.  Btienne  Lessard, 
one  of  the  most  influential  among  them  and  an  old  mariner 
himself,  donated  part  of  his  land  for  the  erection  of  the  pro- 
jected temple,  on  condition  that  the  work  of  construction  be 
commenced  at  once.  Father  de  Queylus,  who  was  then  Vicar 
General  and  parish-priest  of  Quebec,  accepted  the  gift,  and 
decided  upon  a  site  on  the  public  square,  in  front  of  where  the 
Basilica  now  stands.  In  the  month  of  March,  1658,  he  appointed 
Father  Vignal  to  bless  the  corner-stone,  which  was  then  laid 
by  M.  Louis  d'Ailleboust,  governor  general  of  New  France. 

From  the  commencement,  St.  Anne  blessed  the  work  and 
showed  how  pleasing  to  her  were  the  efforts  of  the  good  people, 
lyouis  Guimond,  one  of  them,  suffering  from  an  infirmity  which 
prevented  him  from  working  with  his  neighbors,  in  building 
the  chapel,  took  three  small  stones  and,  to  show  his  good  will, 
placed  them  in  the  foundation,  and  was  rewarded  for  this  devo- 
tion by  his  instant  cure,  to  the  admiration  and  consolation  of  all. 

But,  wonderful  to  relate,  this  chapel  already  consecrated  by  a 
miracle,  was  however  never  completed,  nor  could  the  work  of 
its  construction  be  carried  on  sufficiently  to  allow  religious 
worship.  They  found,  when  too  late,  that  the  waters  of  the 
rising  tides  and  the  ice  in  the  spring  would  destroy  its  founda- 
tions. In  consequence,  after  a  considerable  discussion,  it  was 
resolved  to  build  another  church  closer  to  the  hill. 

The  second  sanctuary  or  the  church  built  of  wood 
and  stone— 1661-1676.— When  Father  Tlioni.  Morel,  arrived 
in  Canada,  in  1661,  the  parish  of  St.  Anne  was  entrusted  to  his 
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pastoral  care.  The  thorny  question  of  the  church  was  the  first 
occupation  of  his  mind.  After  consulting  Mgr  de  Laval,  he 
decided  to  choose  another  site  on  which  to  erect  a  new  edifice. 
The  fountain  which  the  visitor  sees  to-day  in  front  of  the 
memorial  chapel,  marks  the  north  side  of  the  place  occupied 
by  this  second  church. 

Ktienne  Lessard,  with  his  usual  generosity,  again  gave  the 
ground.  The  work  was  begun  at  once  with  ardour  and,  in  1662, 
the  chapel  was  ready  for  divine  service.  The  Sanctuary,  very 
modest  in  appearance,  was  built  partly  of  wood  and  partly  of 
stone.  This  mode  of  construction  was  pretty  general  at  that 
time  in  New  France.  The  frame  was  first  constructed  and  then 
the  walls  were  completed  with  masonry. 

Good  St.  Anne  again  showed  that  this  new  temple  was  no 
less  pleasing  to  her  than  the  first.  In  her  maternal  kindness, 
she  granted  all  kinds  of  favors  to  those  who  came  to  this  new 
place  to  invoke  her. 

"It  was  then,'*  says  a  document  preserved  in  the  archives  of 
the  Seminary  of  Quebec,  **that  God  began  to  work  wonders 
through  the  miraculous  image  of  St.  Anne,  which  was  placed 
in  the  church,  about  the  year  1662." 

According  to  R.  F.  Charland,  O.  P.,  the  author  of  Madame 
Saincte  Anne^  this  miraculous  image  was  no  other  than  the 
small  gilded  wooden  statue  brought  from  France,  in  1661,  and 
enshrined,  the  following  year,  in  the  new  church.  This  statue 
may  be  seen  among  the  historical  souvenirs  preserved  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  Sacristy. 

The  third  Sanctuary  or  the  stone  church— 1676— 
1876. — It  was  not  long  before  the  inhabitants  of  Beaupr^ 
erected  to  their  glorious  and  beloved  patroness  a  temple  more 
worthy  of  her  dignity.  Encouraged  by  Mgr  de  Laval  and  by 
their  new  Pastor,  Father  Fillon,  they  began  the  work  in  1676. 
^This  church  which  was  built  of  stone  and  a  good  idea  of 
which  is  given  by  visiting  the  Memorial  Chapel  which  now 
stands  on  the  place  once  occupied  by  its  transept,  has  been 
twice  rebuilt  :  the  first  time  in  1694,  and  again  in  1787.  It  was 
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used  for  public  worship  up  to  the  year  1876,  that  is  to  say, 
during  the  space  of  exactly  two  centuries. 

It  is  this  humble  Sanctuary  which  has  witnessed  the  progress 
of  the  pilgrimage  and  the  full  expansion  of  the  devotion  of  the 
Canadian  people  to  the  holy  mother  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 
Innumerable  pilgrims  have,  during  those  two  centuries,  met 
in  this  temple  of  wonders.  There  thousands  of  unfortunate 
have  knelt  at  the  feet  of  the  Consoler  of  the  afflicted  ;  there 
countless  fervent  prayers  have  ascended  to  God  and  the 
Wonder- Worker ;  there  numberless  marvellous  cures  have 


THK  OIvD  CHURCH— 1676  — 1876 

been  obtained  and  multitudes  of  sinners  converted  :  there  the 
power  and  goodness  of  St.  Anne  has  been  made  manifest  to 
all  the  generations  that  have  passed  away. 

During  the  British  invasion,  in  1759,  which  ended  in  the 
ceding  of  the  country  to  Great  Britain,  a  detachment  of  Wolfe's 
troops  under  the  command  of  Alexander  Montgomery  (brother 
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to  the  G-eneral  who  was  killed  iu  the  attempt  to  capture 
Quebec,  and  who  fell  under  its  walls  on  the  night  of  December 
31st,  1775),  ravaged  the  country,  and  the  only  building  left 
standing  in  the  village  was  the  little  church  under  the  special 
protection  of  St.  Anne.  The  good  Saint  had  not  allowed  her 
chosen  Sanctuary  to  be  profaned  and  destroyed. 

It  was  found  necessary,  in  1878,  to  demolish  the  venerable 
temple  which  was  fast  falling  into  ruins  ;  and  the  chapel 
which  now  stands  on  the  old  foundations,  built  out  of  the  old 
materials  and  furnished  with  the  same  woodwork  and  orna- 
ments, is  the  Memorial  church. 

The  fourth  Sanctuary  or  the  present  Basilica-  1876. 
— The  fourth  Sanctuary  is  no  other  than  the  vast,  rich  and 
majestic  monument  erected  by  the  love  and  veneration  of  a 
grateful  people  to  their  Benefactress  :  the  Basilica  of  St.  Anne 
de  Beaupre. 


V.  THE  BASILICA  OF  BEAUPRE 

This  imposing  monument  erected  to  the  glory  of  St.  Anne,  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  on  the  American  Continent,  and  owes 
its  existence  to  the  generosity  of  the  Catholics  of  Canada.  It  is 
therefore  a  national  temple.  The  foundation  was  laid  in  June, 
1872,  and  the  church  blessed  and  opened  for  worship  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1876,  just  two  hundred  years  from  the  days  that 
the  old  church  was  erected. 

After  a  lapse  of  five  years,  it  was  decided  that  the  sacred 
edifice  should  be  enlarged,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  pil- 
grims whose  number  was  steadily  increasing.  Accordingly,  in 
1882,  the  construction  of  two  ambulatories  which  skirt  the  main 
body  of  the  building,  was  commenced  and  side  chapels  placed 
therein  at  regular  intervals.  Again,  in  1886,  on  account  of  the 
multitude  that  continued  to  visit  the  holy  place,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  further  add  to  the  capacity  of  the  church,  and  an 
addition  of  forty  feet,  surmounted  by  two  towers  and  a  colossal 
statue  of  St.  Anne,  lengthened  the  beautiful  cut  stone  monu- 
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ment  to  its  present  dimensions  which  are,  length  :  200  feet  ; 
breadth  including  ambulatories  and  chapels  :  100  feet.  The 
seating  capacity  is  1200,  with  standing  room  for  as  many  more. 

The  middle  aisle  is  15  feet  wide,  allowing  procession  to  pass 
from  the  parvis  to  the  Sanctuary  with  perfect  ease.  The 
church  contains  nineteen  altars,  including  those  of  the  chapels  ; 
so  that  twenty  priests  can 
celebrate  Mass  at  the  same 
time,  as  there  is  also  an  altar 
in  the  Sacristy.  The  eighteen 
columns  of  the  sacred  edifice 
support  a  vault  that  may  be 
justly  styled  a  master-piece 
Moreover,  the  high  altar, 
with  its  rich  baldachin,  the 
communion  rail,  the  pulpit, 
the  organ,  the  shrine,  the 
pedestal  and  statue  of  St. 
Anne,  are  so  many  master- 
pieces that  deservedly  attract 
the  attention  of  visitors.  We 
shall  give  further  on  a  de- 
tailed description  of  these 
different  pieces  of  art. 

On  the  5th  of  may,  1887, 
the  Sovereign  Pontiff  Leo  Thk  basiIvICA  of  beauprE) 
XIII  raised  the  sanctuary  of  Beaupre  to  the  rank  of  Basilica 
minor,  and  on  the  19th  of  May,  1889,  the  new  Basilica  was 
solemny  consecrated  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Taschereau,  in 
the  presence  of  ten  bishops,  a  numerous  clergy  and  an  immense* 
concourse  of  the  faithful.  It  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Redemp- 
torist  Fathers  since  1878. 

Such  is  to-day  the  Sanctuary  of  St.  Anne,  at  Beaupr^.  But 
what  has  happened  to  the  small  wooden  chapel  erected,  two 
hundred  years  ago,  in  honor  of  St.  Anne?  It  has  exhaled  the 
fortifying  air  of  miracles  and  has  grown  ;  it  has  developed  into 
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what  it  is  to-day  :  one  of  the  finest  monuments  that  faith, 
gratitude  and  love  ever  constructed,  a  temple  worthy  of  the 
majesty  of  the  God  who  is  adored,  and  of  the  glory  of  the  vSaint 
who  is  honored  therein. 

The  pilgrim  who  enters  for  the  first  time  into  the  Basilica  of 
Beaupre  is  immediately  seized  with  the  majesty  of  the  place.  The 
splendour  oi e?isemble,  the  majestic  proportions  of  Corinthian 
architecture  displayed  in  all  its  severity  and  richness,  the  star- 
studded  vault,  the  snow-white  main  altar  with  its  immense 
garland  of  many-coloured  flowers,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  nave, 
that  beautiful  carved  and  decorated  statue  of  St.  Anne,  sweet 
and  meek  as  the  Saint  herself,  all  this  has  the  most  striking 
eff'ect ;  all  this  speaks  to  the  heart  and  the  soul,  as  well  as  to 
the  eye. 

No  matter  how  often  one  ma  ,  visit  the  Shrine  of  Good  St. 
Anne,  he  never  gets  perfectly  familiar  with  the  atmosphere 
that  is  breathed  therein.  On  entering  under  the  vaults  of  thai 
beautiful  temple  where  so  many  prayers  mingled  with  so  many 
sighs  and  tears,  have  ascended  to  God,  and  where  everything 
speaks  to  him  of  the  power  and  goodness  of  St:  Anne,  the 
devout  pilgrim  is  always  seized  and  transported  with  the  same 
strong  emotion,  and  instinctively  he  exclaims  with  the  angel 
of  Holy  Writ:  ''Locus  enim  sanctus  est.  Verily  this  is  a 
holy  place.'* 


PIUS  X 


I.  THE  HIGH  ALTAR 

The  high  altar  does  honor  to  the  artistic  and  christian  genius 
that  has  conceived  and  executed  the  plan  thereof.  Let  us  try- 
to  describe  this  marvel  of  beauty  and  good  taste,  this  most 
worthy  monument  of  gratitude  and  generosity,  offered  by  the 
faithful  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Quebec  to  their  well-beloved 
Patroness. 

The  semi-circular  steps  leading  to  the  ai^Tar  are  of  yellowish 
gray  marble  inlaid  with  gray-streaked  squares  of  the  same 
material.  In  the  centre  of  the  altar  floor,  a  star  is  tesselated, 
and  on  each  side  of  the  star,  a  Maltese  cross  is  inlaid  with 
yellow  and  brown  marble. 

Six  small  pillars  of  white  marble  with  gilt  capitals,  support 
the  filter-slab  which  is  made  of  a  single  piece  of  polished  black 
marble.  Behind  those  pillars  and  under  the  altar  table,  are 
traced  the  following  words  taken  from  St.  Thomas  Aquinas' 
Lauda  Sion  ;  ^^Infiguris  prcesignaiur  \  He  was  announced 
by  figures.'*  This  inscription  is  the  key-note  to  the  Eucharistic 
symbols  sculptured  in  relief  on  the  front  of  the  altar  :  in  the 
centre,  the  High  Priest  adoring  God  in  the  Holy  of  Holies  ;  on 
the  Gospel  side,  Melchisedech  offering  bread  and  wine  ;  on  the 
Epistle  side,  Abraham  about  to  immolate  his  only  son,  Isaac, 
a  figure  of  God's  only  Son  immolated  for  the  redemption  of 
the  world. 

This  altar,  notwithstanding  the  richness  of  materials  and  the 
perfection  of  workmanship,  bears  the  stamp  of  a  noble  simpli- 
city. There  are  no  superfluous  ornaments  ;  there  is  but  one 
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grade  for  the  candlesticks  which  are  of  gilded  bronze  with 
enamels.  But  above  stands  the  elegant  tabernaci^e:  wherein 
the  Bucharistic  God  reposes.  It  is  of  white  marble  and  square 
in  shape.  Around  the  gilded  dopr,  bunches  of  grapes  inter- 
mingled with  heads  of  wheat,  are  artistically  chiselled,  to 
remind  us  that  it  is  under  the  appearances  of  bread  and  wine 
that  the  Bucharistic  God  is  there  hidden.  Above  the  taber- 
nacle rise  eight  twisted  columns  supporting  a  small  cupola 
surmounted  by  a  cross.  Underneath  is  placed  the  monstrance 
in  which  the  Sacred  Host  is  exposed  to  the  adoration  of  the 
faithful,  during  the  Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrement. 

The  altar  reredos  is  formed  of  two  panels  of  white  marble. 
The  panel  on  the  Gospel  side  represents,  carved  by  a  master 
hand,  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Eucharist ;  that  on  the  Epistle 
side  shows  the  Last  Supper  at  which  the  Holy  Eucharist  was 
instituted. 

But  as  the  rules  of  the  church  do  not  allow  that  a  profusion 
of  ornaments  decorate  the  altar,  nothing  prevents  the  bai,da- 
CHiN  which  protects  it  from  being  richly  ornamented  ;  and 
consequently  nothing  has  been  spared  to  make  that  of  St. 
Anne's  a  master-piece  of  magnificence  and  beauty.  Six  splendid 
monolithic  fluted  pillars  of  white  marble,  the  capitals  of  which 
are  surrounded  with  richly  gilt  acanthus  leaves,  support  the 
cupola  which  is  also  surmounted  by  the  sign  of  our  salvation, 
the  holy  cross.  The  cupola  is  shaped  like  a  quarter  of  a  hollow 
sphere.  Four  nerves  richly  chased  and  gilded,  meet  in  a 
splendid  golden-leaved  rose.  The  whole  inside  surface  of  the 
cupola  is  in  open  work,  blending  elegant  gold  decorations 
with  the  immaculate  brillancy  of  the  marble. — The  two  outside 
columns  of  the  facade  of  the  baldachin  are  surmounted  each 
by  an  adoring  angel  sculptured  of  white  marble. 

During  the  pilgrimage  season,  naTurai^  FIvOWKRS  form  an 
immense  crown  around  the  high  altar.  White  and  violet  bell- 
flowers  on  their  tapering  stems  ;  scarlet  geraniums  representing 
the  flames  of  love ;  spotless  lilies,  emblems  of  purity ;  fair 
white  chrysanthemums  vieing  in  candour  with  the  immaculate 
marble  of  the  altar,  and  other  beauties  from  the  garden,  breathe 
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forth,  each  in  their  own  time,  their  sweet  perfume  before  the 
Holy  of  Holies,  thus  giving  glory  and  rendering  homage,  in 
their  own  way,  to  the  God  who  created  them  and  to  the  Bene- 
factress of  our  people,  Good  St.  Anne.  This  floral  exhibition 
is  a  charming  sight,  familiar  to  those  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
the  Sanctuary,  yet  striking  all  with  admiration,  specially  the 
stranger  who  stands  for  the  first  time  unaer  the  vaults  of  the 
majestic  temple. 


11.  THE  SIDE  ALTARS 

The  two  side  altars  are  dedicated  to  the  Sacred  HeXrT  oE 
JBSUS  and  to  Our  Lady  of  Pkrpetuai,  Hei.p  respectively. 
These  altars,  although  they  do  not  display  the  artistic  richness 
of  the  matchless  high  altar,  are  nevertheless  its  worthy  com- 
panions. Coming  from  the  same  workshop,  they  offer  the  same 
general  aspect,  are  made  of  the  same  white  marble,  and  bear 
the  same  stamp  of  grandeur  and  noble  simplicity. 

The  altar  of  the  Sacred  Heart.— This  magnificent  altar, 
a  gift  of  the  faithful  of  the  diocese  of  St.  Hyacinth,  offers, 
in  its  lower  part,  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  high  altar. 
The  front  is  sculptured  in  bas-relief,  to  represent  the  nations 
of  the  earth  giving  homage  to  the  adorable  Heart  of  Jesus. 
On  the  pavement  is  the  inscription  :  Cor  Jesu  caritatis  vic- 
timaniy  venite  adoremus.  **Come,  let  us  adore  the  Heart  of 
Jesus,  victim  of  love."  The  table  of  the  altar,  in  one  piece  of 
polished  black  marble,  is  supported  by  Corinthian  columns 
with  gilt  capitals.  The  tabernacle  is  adorned  with  small  twisted 
columns  supporting  its  cupola.  On  the  gilt  door  of  the  taber- 
nacle, a  golden  chalice  with  a  silver  host  stands  out  in  relief ; 
this  is  surrounded  with  an  aureola  of  flames  representing  the 
charity  of  the  Divine  Heart. 

Above  the  altar  and  around  the  niche  which  enshrines  the 
statue  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  winds  a  garland  of  oak  leaves 
which,  embracing  in  its  meanderings  nine  medallions,  ends  in 
a  crown.  These  medallions  show  different  scenes  relative  to 
the  apparitions  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  to  the  Passion  of  Our 
Divine  Saviour. 
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^he  altar  of  Our  I^ady  of  Perpetual  Help.— This  altar, 

a  gift  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Annals  of  St,  Anne  de  Beaupre^ 
has  the  same  appearance  as  that  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  with  this 
difference  that  the  bas-reliefs  carved  on  the  front,  represent 
three  holy  women  of  the  Old  Law,  prefiguring  the  Blessed 
Virgin  :  Judith  with  this  word  at  her  feet :  **  Vincit :  she  con- 
quers ;  "  Debora  with  the  word  :  ''^  Prophetat :  she  prophesies;" 
and  Esther  with  the  word :  ^^Regnat :  she  reigns." 

The  ornamentation  of  the  wall,  above  the  altar,  is  particu- 
larly beautiful.  A  long  garland  of  oak  leaves  carved  in  marble 


ascends  to  the  vault,  em- 
bracing in  its  folds  nine 
symbolical  medallions.  In 
the  centre  of  this,  within 
a  marble  frame  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  crown,  is 
seen  the  precious  picture 
of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help,  blessed  by  the  im- 
mortal Leo  XIII.  The 
figure  of  an  angel  holding 
a  bandrol  containing  one 
or  another  of  the  invoca- 
tions from  the  Litany  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin,  is  the 
subject  of  each  medallion. 

Under  this  altar  parti- 
cularly dear  to  the  heart 
of  every  Redemptorist,  re- 


pose the  mortal  remains  of  The  immortal  1.E0  xiil 
Fathers  TieIvEN  and  DebonGNIE,  formerly  parish-priests  of 
the  Basilica  ;  of  Father  Gravel,  native  of  the  parish  and  first 
Canadian  Redemptorist  ;  of  Father  FievEZ,  the  eloquent 
missionnary  whose  memory  is  still  alive  in  the  heart  of  our 
people  ;  also  of  Father  Alfred  Pampalon,  who  died  in 
the  odour  of  sanctity,  on  the  30th  September  1896. 
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III.  THE  SHRINE  AND  RELIQUARY 

The  Slitine— is  an  artistic  work  of  the  highest  order.  It 
is  made  of  beaten  brass  polished  and  gilded,  and  is  seven  feet 
high,  two  feet  and  a  half  wide,  and  three  feet  deep. 

Four  graceful  columns,  situated  on  a  rectangular  base,  sup- 
port an  entablature  ornamented  with  the  statues  of  St.  Anne, 
St.  Joachim,  St.  Joseph  and  the  Blessed  Virgin.  An  octagonal 
cupola  with  lamellated  root,  crowns  the  feretory,  and  the  globe 
which  terminates  the  apex  bears  the  Angel  of  Renown.  A  deli- 
cate network  in  which  leaves  and  flowers  intermingle  with  har- 
monious accord,  calls  to  mind  the  antique  reliquaries  which  hid 
their  sacred  deposit  from  the  regards  of  the  profane  and  curious. 

An  altar  may  be  seen  in  the  interior  of  this  chapel  in 
miniature.  It  is  a  pedestal  of  irregular  form  on  which  stands 
a  bronze  arm.  On  either  side  is  the  statue  of  a  pontiff. 
Monseigneur  de  Laval,  Canada's  first  bishop,  is  represented  on 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  we  see  the  statue  of  Archbishop 
Taschereau,  Canada's  first  cardinal.  Kneeling  on  the  altar,  the 
two  pontiffs  hold  the  pastoral  staff  in  one  hand,  while  with 

the  other,  they  support  the 
golden  reliquary  chased  in 
the  arm,  and  seem  to  invite 
the  people  to  venerate  Good 
St.  Anne. 

The  front  of  the  altar 
shows  pilgrims  of  all  classes 
responding  to  their  invita- 
tion. In  the  background  of 
an  elegant  bas-relief*  the  sta- 
tue of  St.  Anne  is  seen 
surrounded  by  angels  and 
lights.  On  the  left  side  are 
represented  :  Father  Morel, 
first  resident  parish-priest : 
Claude  Pelletier,  better 
BROTHER  DIDACK  known  as  Brother  Didace, 

whose  certificate  of  Baptism  is  the  first  entry  in  the  register 
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of  the  church  ;  the  marchioness  of  Tracy  who,  with  her 
husband,  offered  to  the  Sanctuary  the  famous  painting,  and  a 
child  representing  the  benefactors  of  the  Basilica.  On  the 
right  side,  we  see  Father  Tielen  who,  up  to  a  few  years  ago, 
was  pastor  of  the  parish,  and  the  Ven.  Mother  of  the  Incar- 
nation, Ursuline,  Finally  a  poor  paralytic  leaving  his  crutches 
at  the  feet  of  St.  Anne,  shows  the  afflicted  who,  suffering  in 
their  body  or  in  their  soul,  have  recovered,  in  the  Sanctuary  of 
Beaupre,  health  of  the  body  or  peace  of  the  soul. 

The  Reliquary. — This  reliquary  which  contains  the  Great 
Relic  of  St.  Anne,  is  made  of  massive  gold  enhanced  with  the 
most  precious  stones.  Among  them  are  nine  turkoises,  eight 
garnets,  four  amethysts,  eight  diamonds,  and  one  fire  opal. 
Four  richly  colored  enamels  represent  :  on  the  right  and  left, 
the  old  and  the  new  church  of  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre  ;  in  the 
upper  portion,  St.  Anne  and  Child,  and  in  the  lower,  St. 
John  the  Baptist. — The  moulding  around  the  centre  of  the 
reliquary  is  likewise  of  chased  gold  carved  by  hand. — In  the 
bottom  of  the  case  which  encloses  the  precious  Relic,  is  a 
gold  plate  with  a  ring  also  of  gold,  studded  with  twenty-eight 
diamonds  and  bearing  the  following  inscription  :  Ex  brachio 
S.  Annce.    Bone  from  the  arm  of  St.  Anne. 

In  addition  to  its  artistic  and  material  value,  St.  Anne's 
reliquary  is  an  object  well  deserving  the  pilgrim's  attention 
and  veneration.  Thousands  have  admired  the  numerous  votive 
offerings  collected  and  preserved  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Basi- 
lica, during  the  past  twenty-five  years  ;  thousands  have  listened 
with  emotion  to  the  recital  of  the  facts  which  have  given  rise 
to  those  gifts.  Those  watches,  chains,  bracelets,  ear-rings, 
finger-rings  and  other  jewelry  offered  freely  and  devotedly  by 
the  gratitude  of  the  people,  have  been  cast  into  the  crucible, 
in  order  that  freed  from  all  alloy,  purified  by  fire  and  made 
holy  by  the  liturgical  prayers,  they  might  form  a  most  pure 
house  of  gold,  worthy  of  the  great  Benefactress  of  the  Canadian 
people.  This  reliquary  is  a  book  that  relates  the  glories  of 
gt.  Anne,  each  jewel  a  chapter,  and  if  the  stones  could  speak, 
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they  would  proclaim  aloud  that  St.  Anne  is  the  Health  of  the 
sick,  the  Consoler  of  the  afflicted,  the  Hope  of  the  despairing, 
the  Help  of  Christians,  the  Mother  of  Canada,  a  Protectress 
whom  one  has  but  to  invoke  to  have  his  prayers  granted. 

The  reliquary  with  its  precious  enclosure,  is  placed  in  the 
Shrine  once  a  year  only,  from  the  26th  of  July  to  the  2nd  of 
August,  that  is  to  say,  on  St.  Anne's  day  and  the  week  fol- 
lowing. At  other  times  it  is  kept  carefully  in  the  safe  of  the 
Sacristy  with  some  other  objects  of  great  value  which,  on 
account  of  their  sacred  character,  are  not  exposed  to  the 
curiosity  of  all  comers.  —  Notwithstanding  this,  visitors  may 
ask  to  see  them,  and  willing  hands  are  always  ready  to  show 
them. 

N.  B. — There  is  however  a  smaller  relic  kept  in  the  Shrine  ; 
it  is  the  fragment  of  a  finger  bone  of  St.  Anne,  given  to  the 
Sanctuary  by  Mgr  de  Laval,  in  1670,  and  of  which  we  spoke 
in  a  previous  chapter. 


IV.  THE  HOLY  TABLE  OR  COMMUNION-RAIL 

Here  we  are  in  the  presence  of  a  true  master-piece.  The  holy 
Table  is  a  work  of  art  quite  unique  in  its  way,  as  also  quite 
worthy  to  figure  in  the  Sanctuary  of  the  great  Wonder- Worker 
of  Beaupre.  This  magnificent  piece  of  work  deserves  to  be 
studied  and  described  in  all  its  details. 

General  information. — L^t  us  commence  by  giving  some 
general  information  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest. 

The  communion-rail  is  sixty-six  feet  long,  occupying  the 
whole  width  of  the  church.  In  its  length  are  distributed  six 
groups  symbolizing  the  great  mystery  of  the  Holy  Eucharist, 
in  the  following  order,  beginning  on  the  Gospel  sidt-  :  the 
Manna  in  the  desert ;  Abraham's  sacrifice  ;  the  Last  Supper  ; 
the  Wedding  of  Cana  ;  the  High  Priest  Melchisedech  and  th^ 
Prophet  Elias, 
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The  three  entrances  to  the  sanctuary  through  this  com- 
munion-rail, are  sculptured  doors  the  carvings  of  which  have 
also  relation  to  the  august  Sacrament  of  the  altar. 

On  the  parts  outside  the  columns  are  seen  medallions  repre- 
senting St.  Alphonsus  of  Liguori,  on  the  Gospel  side,  and  on 
the  Kpistle  side,  Blessed  Clement  Hotbauer,  the  most  illustrious 
of  his  disciples. 

To  form  an  idea  of  the  beauty  of  this  work,  it  is  sufficient  to 
know  that  no  less  than  five  different  kinds  of  marble,  all  very 
fine  and  very  rich,  have  been  used.  The  one  most  used  is  white 
Carrara  marble.  On  this  are  sculptured  in  bas-relief  the  groups 
we  have  just  mentioned.  The  twenty-nine  brackets  as  well  as 
the  doors  are  also  of  the  same  material.  The  top  consists  of  a 
variety  of  the  same  marble  called  "speckled  white." 

Besides  the  white  Carrara  marble,  there  are  also  four  other 
kinds,  namely  :  yellow  lyamartine,  red  onyx,  red  Grillotte  and 
red  Sienna.  The  yellow  Lamartine  has  been  used  chiefly  for 
the  cornices  and  plinths.  The  red  onyx  constitutes  the  base  of 
the  fourteen  panels.  The  uprights  to  which  the  brackets  are 
attached,  are  of  red  Grillotte.  Finally  the  borders  of  the  onyx 
panels  are  of  red  Sienna. 

Many  visitors,  both  artists  and  pilgrims,  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  the  work.  All  are  unanimous  in  saying  that 
it  is  unique  in  its  kind.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  this, 
for  it  comes  from  the  workshop  of  M.  Mathias  Zens  of  Ghent 
(Belgium),  whose  reputation  as  a  carver  is  almost  universal. 
He  it  was  who  made  the  pulpit,  the  statue  of  St.  Anne  that 
adorns  the  Shrine,  and  those  that  all  pilgrims  admire  at  the 
Scala  Santa  The  communion-rail  that  we  speak  of,  cost  him 
over  fifteen  months  of  hard  work,  and  when  completed,  carried 
off  the  first  prize  in  an  exhibition  of  works  of  art. 

Having  given  these  preliminary  explanations,  we  shall  now 
enter  into  a  description  of  each  piece  of  this  interesting  work. 
We  shall  begin  by  describing  the  groups  which  are  its  chief 
features. 

Group  I. — The  Manna.— The  first  group  is  opposite  the 
altar  of  the  Sacred  Heart.    It  represents  the  episode  of  the 
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Manna  in  the  desert.  In  the  foreground  we  see  Moses  in  a 
majestic  attitude.  His  head  is  adorned  with  the  two  rays  of 
light  as  he  was  seen  by  the  Hebrews,  when  he  came  down  the 
second  time  from  Mount  Sinai.  His  eyes  are  raised  to  Heaven ; 
his  arms  are  extended ;  around  him  falls  the  snow-white  Manna. 
Two  persons  :  a  man  on  the  right,  a  woman  on  the  left,  are 
engaged  in  gathering  that  wonderful  food.  In  the  corner 
stands  another  Hebrew  in  admiration. — This  episode  is  related 
by  Moses  himself,  in  chapter  XVI  of  Bxodus. 

Group  II.— Abraham's  Sacrifice.— This  second  group 
represents  Abraham* s  sacrifice.  In  it  we  see  the  great  Patri- 
arch whose  left  arm  thrown  around  the  neck  of  his  son  Isaac, 
holds  him  down  on  the  pile.  His  right  hand  is  raised  ready 
to  strike.  Above  him  appears  an  angel  who  stops  his  arm  just 
as  he  is  about  to  plunge  the  knife  into  the  heart  of  his  child. 
In  a  corner  is  the  ram  with  his  horns  entangled  in  the  bram- 
bles. Near  Isaac  is  the  sacrificial  fire. — All  this  is  the  faithful 
reproduction  of  the  narrative  of  Genesis,  chapter  XXII. 

Group  III.— The  I^ast  Supper.— The  subject  of  the  third 
group  is  seen  at  a  glance.  It  is  the  Last  Supper,  at  which  Our 
Lord  Jesus-Christ  instituted  the  Holy  Eucharist.  In  the  middle 
of  the  group,  we  see  the  Divine  Saviour  holding  a  loaf  in  his 
left  hand,  while  the  right  is  raised  over  the  chalice,  to  bless  the 
wine  and  change  it  into  his  adorable  blood.  All  the  disciples 
are  around  their  Master  ;  some  of  them  are  sitting  while  others 
stand.  Two  especially  attract  attention  and  are  easily  recog- 
nized. To  the  right  of  Jesus  is  St.  John,  the  beloved  apostle, 
who  at  the  I^ast  Supper  had  the  happiness  of  resting  his  head 
on  the  heart  of  his  divine  Friend.  His  hands  are  clasped,  his 
head  is  inclined  in  an  attitude  of  prayer  and  love.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  table,  nearly  facing  Jesus,  is  Judas.  While 
the  others  gaze  upon  the  Saviour  with  admiration,  he  alone 
turns  away  his  head,  thereby  showing  the  traitor  who  is  about 
to  deliver  his  Master  over  to  h  s  enemies. 

Group  IV.— The  Wedding  of  Cana.— This  is  also  recog- 
nized at  first  sight  :  it  is  the  miracle  of  the  Wedding  of  Catia^ 
the  first  which  Our  Saviour  performed  on  this  earth. 
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In  the  foreground  Our  lyord  is  seen  blessing  the  waterpots, 
five  of  which  are  visible.  The  servant  is  filling  the  last  water- 
pot  out  of  a  jar  which  he  holds  in  his  hands.  A  second  servant 
stands  behind  him  near  a  well  from  which  he  draws  water  to 
hand  to  his  companion. 

To  the  right  of  Jesus,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  stands  in  an 
attitude  of  supplication  perfectly  in  accord  with  the  prayer  that 
she  addresses  to  her  Son,  when  she  says  to  him  "They  have 
no  wine  "  (St.  John,  ii,  3.) 

Behind  Jesus,  three  other  personages  are  represented.  The 
most  conspicuous  holds  a  cup  in  his  hand.  He  is  the  chief 
steward.  He  has  first  tasted  the  miraculous  wine,  and  being 
unaware  of  what  has  happened,  is  astounded.  Addressing 
himself  to  the  bridegroom  at  his  right,  he  expresses  his  aston- 
ishment. One  seems  to  hear  him  say  :  What  hast  thou  done  ? 
Others  at  first  set  good  wine  before  the  guests,  and  when  their 
taste  is  impaired,  they  give  wine  of  an  inferior  quality.  But 
thou  hast  kept  the  good  wine  until  now." 

Group  II.—  The  High  Priest  Melchisedech.— Near 
the  column,  on  the  Epistle  side,  is  the  group  representing  the 
High  Priest  Melchisedech  offering  sacrifice.  Two  personages 
appear  in  the  foreground.  One  is  Melchisedech,  *'the  Priest  of 
the  Most  High."  (Gen.  xiv.,  18. )  He  holds  a  chalice.  Before 
him  kneels  a  warrior.  A  sword  hangs  at  his  left  side,  while  his 
right  hand  holds  a  lance  from  which  a  banner  is  waving.  This 
is  Abraham.    Behind  him  is  another  warrior  of  his  band. 

Group  VI.— The  Prophet  Elias.— This  group,  which  is 
opposite  the  altar  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  represents 
the  Prophet  Elias.  There  are  but  two  personages  :  a  man 
sleeping  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  and  an  angel  who  appears  before 
him,  bearing  a  cup  in  the  left  hand  and  a  cake  in  the  right. 

The  sleeping  man  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  is  the  Prophet  Elias. 
He  has  been  walking  all  day.  Exhausted  by  fatigue,  he  has  at 
last  fallen  at  the  foot  of  a  small  tree  where  he  soon  goes  to 
sleep.  God  sends  an  Angel  who  awakens  the  Prophet  and  invites 
him  to  take  his  meal  saying  :  ''Arise  and  eat  because  thou  hast 


s.  long  journey  before  thee."  BHas  awakes  and  perceives  neat* 
him  a  cake  baked  on  the  coals,  and  a  cup  of  water.  He  eats 
and  drinks,  and  this  mysterious  food  gives  him  such  strength 
that  without  taking  any  other  food  for  forty  days  and  forty 
nights,  he  goes  to  Mount  Horeb  where  God  tells  him  the 
mission  for  which  he  has  been  called. 

Doors  and  medallions. — On  the  left  side  of  the  middle 
door^  a  PeI/ICAn  is  seen  feeding  her  young  with  her  own  blood, 
and  on  the  other  side  a  Lamb  with  a  banner  lying  on  a  book 
from  which  hang  seven  seals.  Our  Saviour  is  often  represented 
under  this  form  coijformable  to  a  vision  that  the  apostle  St. 
John  had,  when  on  the  island  of  Patmos.  (Apoc.  V). 

The  side-doors  are  at  the  extremities  of  the  holy  Table.  On 
the  one  to  the  left,  is  carved  the  monogram  of  Jesus-Christ, 
taking  this  form  :  J.  H.  S.,  which  means:  Jesus  Hominum 
Salvator  :  Jesus  Saviour  of  men. — On  the  right  hand  door  is  a 
chalice  surmounted  by  a  host. 

The  two  remaining  medallions  are  the  busts  of  ST.  Ai,- 
PHONSUS  and  Biy.  CivEMENT  HoFBAUER  of  which  we  spoke  in 
a  previous  paragraph. 


V.  THE  MIRACULOUS  STATUE 

At  the  extremity  of  the  middle  aisle  of  the  Basilica  and  about 
twelve  feet  from  the  communion-rail,  a  beautiful  and  majestic 
statue  of  St.  Anne  stands  on  a  pedestal  ten  feet  high.  It  is  the 
MIRACUI^OUS  STATUE  at  the  feet  of  which  pilgrims  come  to 
kneel  in  order  to  implore  the  intercession  of  this  glorious 
Wonder- Worker.  Let  us  describe  as  completely  as  possible 
the  statue  and  its  rich  pedestal. 

The  pedestal.— The  pedestal,  a  gift  of  a  New  York  lady 
who  desires  to  remain  unknown  to  the  public,  is  an  interesting 
piece  of  art  uniting  in  a  harmonious  whole  seven  different 
kinds  of  marble. 

The  step  on  which  the  pilgrims  kneel,  is  made  of  Champlain 
marble  called  Grillotle.  The  octagonal  base  of  the  monument 
is  surrounded  by  a  balustrade  formed  of  three  kinds  of  marble. 


Carrara  niarble  supplies  the  base  and  the  arcade,  whilst  the 
twenty  small  columns  are  of  Mexican  onyx,  and  the  hand-rail 
of  yellow  Lamartine. 

The  socket  of  the  monument  it  of  the  reddish  Lisbon  marble  ; 
each  of  the  four  faces  is  adorned  with  a  golden  rosette.  The 
upper  part  is  made  of  Sienna  red-grained  marble. 

At  the  four  angles  of  the  pedestal  are  the  receptacles  wherein 
are  placed  the  offerings  and  written  prayers  of  the  faithful. 
The  body  of  the  receptacles  is  made  of  Carrara  marble,  while 
the  doors  are  of  Mexican  onyx  framed  in  gilt.  The  offering  or 
request  is  inserted  in  an  opening  made  it;  a  bracket  of  richly 
carved  Lamartine. 

The  monument  proper  is  a  monolith,  a  handsome  shaft  of 
Mexican  onyx  of  greenish  color,  and  one  might  think,  at  first 
sight,  that  it  was 
transparent.  The  mul- 
ticolored seams  that 
follow  one  another  on 
its  verdant  surface, 
add  to  the  appearance 
of  the  column.  It  is 
hard  to  find  its  equal 
for  beauty  and  dimen- 
sions. 

The  miraculous 
statue.— It  is  on  this 
rich  pedestal  that  the 
statue  of  Good  St. 
Anne,  the  Wonder- 
Worker  of  Beaupre, 
stands.  It  is  the  gift 
of  a  pious  Belgian 
family  whose  son  was 
formerly  member  of 
the  community  of  the 
Redemptorist  Fathers 
of  Beaupre. 


■THK  MIRACLXOUvS  STATUK 
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The  face  majestically  grave  expresses  however  a  maternal 
goodness.  She  holds  in  her  arms  the  immaculate  Child  in 
whose  pleading  power  she  shares.  She  wears  the  diadem  of 
gold  and  precious  stones  with  which  she  was  crowned,  in  1887, 
by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Taschereau,  in  the  name  of  Leo  XIII. 
At  her  feet,  crutches  and  votive  offerings  of  every  form  are 
displayed,  glorious  trophies  of  the  many  victories  gained  by 
her  over  spiritual  and  corporal  infirmities,  unquestionable  wit- 
nesses of  the  power  of  her  intercession  with  the  Eternal  Father 
and  his  divine  Son.  At  her  feet  everyone  feels  his  faith  and 
confidence  increase. 

Hasten,  then,  devout  pilgrims  ;  cast  yourselves  at  the  feet 
of  St.  Anne  She  has  a  welcome  for  you  all,  for  the  sick,  the 
crippled,  the  blind,  for  all  in  affliction  of  body  and  soul.  Behold 
the  Health  of  the  sick  and  the  Consoler  of  the  afflicted.  Here 
broken  hearts  find  the  balm  of  consolation  ;  here  tears  of  sad- 
ness and  affliction  are  changed  into  those  of  joy  and  gratitude  ; 
here  the  unfortunate  whose  lives  are  poisoned  by  wicked 
habits,  find  repentance  and  pardon  and  regain  peace  and  hap- 
piness. 


VI.  THE  PULPIT 

The  pulpit  is  a  rich  monument  of  assorted  marbles,  gilt 
copper  and  oak.  This  master-piece  of  sculpture  harmonizes 
perfectly  with  the  superb  communion  rail,  and  is,  like  it,  the 
subject  of  the  admiration  of  connoisseurs.  To  avoid  repetitions, 
we  shall  give  but  a  short  description  of  this  magnificent  artistic 
piece  of  work,  which  may  be  studied  at  leisure  by  visitors. 

In  the  first  place  it  should  be  observed  that  the  sumptuous- 
ness  of  the  work  is  striking.  The  whole  of  the  pulpit,  with  the 
exception  of  the  sounding-board,  is  made  of  clear  and  varie- 
gated marble,  there  being  nothing  loud  nor  the  shadow  of  bad 
taste,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  perfect  harmony  of  colours. 

The  pulpit  proper. — The  body  which  rests  on  an  elegant 
QOlumn,  is  hewn  out  of  a  marble  block.  ,It  is  square  in  rear,  with 
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a  bas-relief  panel  representing  St.  Alphonsus  Liguori,  and  half- 
round  in  front,  with  opening  on  two  sides.  The  front  is 
ornamented  with  a  high-relief  representing  Jesus-Christ  who 
gives  his  Apostles  the  mission  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
world,  according  to  these  words  of  Holy  Scripture  ;  Prcsdicate 
Evangelium  omni  creatures.  Preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature. 
(Mark,  XIII.  15)  This  group  is  an  artistic  work  of  the  highest 
order. 

On  the  both  sides  stand,  very  white,  Hope  and  Charity,  in 
the  shape  of  winged  angels  bearing  the  emblems  of  those 
virtues  :  anchor  and  heart. 

The  base  of  the  monument  as  well  as  the  double  flight  of 
stairs  whose  balustrade  is  ornamented  with  gilt  copper,  is 
carved  out  of  the  graceful  red  marble  called  Brocatelle. 

All  the  other  ornaments  and  supports  of  the  monument 
consist  of  massive  panels  in  yellow  Scyros,  framed  in  white 
marble  and  surrounded  with  strips  of  gilt  copper,  producing 
the  most  graceful  effect. 

The  sounding-board. —  The  sounding-board,  which  is 
highly  but  not  excessively  ornamented,  is  made  of  oak.  It  rests 
on  slender  fluted  columns,  forming  a  very  rich  double  arcature 
whose  tympan  is  decorated  with  a  fine  cartouch  borne  by  two 
angels  and  on  which  the  arms  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Most 
Holy  Redeemer  are  painted.  Its  contour  is  set  off  by  garlands 
of  deeply  sunk  flowers.  The  crown  is  a  throne  formed  of  four 
reversed  volutes  sustaining  a  globe  on  which  stands,  gilded 
and  radiant,  a  statue  of  Faith  with  cross  and  chalice. 

The  height  of  the  monument,  from  the  floor  to  the  head  of 
the  statue,  is  twenty-eight  feet. 

May  the  seed  of  the  word  of  God,  sown  from  this  splendid 
pulpit  in  the  hearts  of  pious  pilgrims,  produce  abundant  fruits 
of  salvation,  for  the  greatest  glory  of  God  and  Good  St.  Anne  ! 
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VII.  CRUTCHES  AND  VOTIVE  OFFERINGS 

On  entering  the  church,  the  stranger  sees  on  either  side,  two 
racks  that  reach  from  the  pavement  almost  to  the  ceiling. 
The  crutches^  walking  sticks^  bandages  and  other  surgical  appli- 
ances with  which  those  racks  are  covered,  have  been  left  there 
by  pilgrims  who,  after  having  fervently  prayed  to  our  good 
Saint,  were  cured  of  their  infirmity,  and  consequently,  had  no 
further  use  of  these  instruments.  At  least  as  many  more  have 
been  given  to  the  flames,  as  there  was  no  room  to  accommo- 
date them. 

Those  around  the  miraculous  statue  of  St.  Anne  were  left  by 
recent  sufferers.  When  the  pilgrimage  season  is  over,  those 
also  find  a  place  at  the  entry  of  the  church. 

On  the  Sanctuary  walls,  on  both  sides,  numberless  votive 
offerings  in  gold,  silver  and  marble,  shine  forth,  all  speaking 
louder  than  words  the  gratitude  of  the  afflicted  to  their  consoler. 

There  is  a  case  filled  with  spectacles^  hanging  on  the  wall  of 
the  passage  which  leads  from  the  ambulatory,  on  the  Gospel 
side  of  the  church,  to  the  Sacristy.  Those  spectacles,  as  the 
visitor  may  already  have  guessed,  belonged  to  persons  who  had 
been  cured  of  diseases  peculiar  to  the  eyes. 

All  those  crutches  and  votive  offerings  are  a  standing  pro- 
clamation that  the  Sanctuary  of  Beaupre  is  really  the  temple  of 
wonders.  They  will  show  to  future  generations  the  effects  of 
the  power  and  goodness  of  St.  Anne,  and  of  her  special  love 
for  Canada  and  the  Canadian  people. 


VIII.  THE  ORGAN  OF  THE  BASILICA 

This  organ,  one  of  the  best  on  the  Continent,  came  from  the 
shops  of  Casavant  Brothers,  St.  Hyacinth,  P.  Q.  It  was 
solemnly  inaugurated  on  the  19th  of  May,  1896,  in  presence  of 
a  great  concourse  of  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  numerous  eminent 
artists  and  an  immense  concourse  of  the  faithful. 
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The  mechanism  of  the  noble  instrument  is  pneumatico-tubu- 
lar^  that  is  to  say  that  the  connections,  instead  of  being  made 
by  trackers,  as  in  ordinary  organs,  or  by  wires,  as  in  electric 
organs,  are  made  by  means  of  compressed  air. 

The  pneumatico-tubular  system  has  that  advantage  over  the 
other  systems,  that  being  without  any  mechanical  combination, 
it  works  more  silently  and  is  not  so  much  exposed  to  suffer  by 
the  influences  of  temperature.  It  therefore  requires  less  care 
and  attention,  as  also  less  frequent  regulation. 

To  hear  this  organ  is  to  appreciate  it.  Every  one  may  judge 
for  himself  how  admirably  it  does  its  work,  as  the  modulations 
of  its  sweet  voice  are  heard  by  all.  It  sings  with  the  singers  : 
it  prays  with  those  who  kneel  in  prayer  ;  it  enhances  the  splen- 
dour of  the  ceremonies  by  its  harmonious  strains,  its  sonorous 
tone,  its  melodious  sounds  which,  combined  with  the  admirable 
acoustic  properties  of  the  church,  strike  one  with  admiration 
and  delight. 


IX.  THE  ELECTRIC  LIGHT 

The  church  of  St.  Anne  de  Beauprd  is  lighted  by  electricity. 
It  was  in  1901,  on  the  opening  of  the  new  century,  that  the 
door  of  the  vast  Basilica  was  also  opened  to  this  queen  of  the 
twentieth  century. 

The  originator  of  the  idea  of  lighting  the  church  by  elec- 
tricity, was  a  convert  from  Protestantism,  baptized  in  the 
Basilica.  The  lady,  who  has  since  died  as  the  result  of  an 
operation,  was  Mrs.  H.  M.  Pinkham,  of  Melrose  Highlands, 
Mass.,  U.  S.  She  contributed  almost  her  fortune  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  good  work,  out  of  love  for  St.  Anne,  but  did 
not  live  to  see  the  work  accomplished. 

The  distribution  of  the  light  is  nobly  simple  and  the  effect 
is  splendid.  Upwards  of  1400  lamps  flood  the  Sanctuary  with 
waves  of  light.  Lines  of  fire  run  around  the  apsis  and  along 
the  cornices.  Clusters  of  light  appear  in  the  vast  vault  of  the 
temple,  like  con  tellations  in  the  ^y.   At  times  the  luminous 
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rays  dart  from  right  to  left  and  from  left  to  right  :  at  times  they 
frolic  in  the  halo  which  surrounds  the  miraculous  statue  of  St. 
Anne  ;  at  times  they  gambol  under  the  arches  of  the  baldachin 
which  sparkles  with  a  thousand  fires.  The  effect  is  most  striking 
and  the  sight  ravishing. 

The  sixteen  side  chapels  have  their  share  in  this  abundance 
of  brilliancy.  They  are  each  one  lighted  by  a  lustre  of  three 
lamps  of  sixteen  candle-power  each. 

The  statue  of  St.  Anne  between  the  two  towers,  is  illuminated 
by  a  Searchlight  of  800  candle-power,  which  is  the  delight  of 
pilgrims. 

Finally  several  arc-lights  have  been  placed  in  the  parvis. 

May  these  floods  of  natural  light  raise  the  thought  of  devout 
pilgrims  to  the  supernatural  splendor  which  illumines  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem  ! 

X.  THE  SIDE  CHAPELS 

The  situations  of  these  chapels  have  a  unique  character. 
The  walls  of  the  ambulatories  previously  spoken  of,  rise  to  a 
height  of  fifteen  feet,  inclosing  sixteen  chapels  which  are  placed 
on  either  side  of  the  Basilica,  and  divided  one  from  the  other 
by  a  transverse  wall.  The  entrance  to  those  chapels  is  an 
arched  opening  leading  from  the  main  body  of  the  church ; 
and  a  row  of  the  same  style  of  openings,  on  each  side,  forms 
an  unbroken  passage  from  the  first  of  these  chapels  to  the  last. 

This  ingenious  arrangement  is  most  advantageous,  as  it 
multiplies  the  means  of  access  to  the  church,  prevents  obstruc- 
tion, facilitates  access  to  the  confessionals  and  to  the  holy 
Table,  as  also  the  accomplishment  of  religious  practices. 

These  chapels  are  magnificently  painted  in  fresco.  Bach  of 
them  has  its  particular  decoration  giving  it  a  special  stamp  and 
distinguishing  it  from  the  others.  An  inscription  placed  above 
the  door,  shows  the  diocese  or  the  pious  association  or  person 
whose  generosity  has  provided  for  the  expenses  of  decoration. 
In  each  chapel  there  is  a  sculptured  altar,  a  confessional  and  a 
few  seats.  Each  altar  is  dedicated  to  a  Saint  whose  name  is 
given  to  the  cha{)el,  and  whose  statue  adorns  the  altar. 


The  first  chapel,  on  the  Gospel  side,  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Family  ;  then  come  successively  the  chapels  of  St.  Joseph,  St. 
Vincent  of  Paul,  the  Guardian  Angel,  Our  Lady  of  Sorrows, 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  St.  Francis  of  Assisium  and  St.  Aloysius. 

On  the  Epistle  side,  the  patrons  of  the  chapels  are  St. 
Alphonsus,  St.  Joachim,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Francis  Xavier,  St. 
Benedict,  St.  Louis  king  of  France,  St.  Anthony  and  the  Holy 
Face. 

On  the  wall  of  St.  Anthony's  chapel  is  a  commemorative  slab 
of  the  terrible  railway  accident  in  which  two  priests  and  some 
twelve  other  persons  of  the  diocese  of  Sherbrooke  met  with  so 
tragic  a  death,  while  making  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Shrine,  in 
1895. 

The  chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  contains  the  baptismal 
font.  It  is  there  that  the  new  born  of  the  parish  of  St.  Anne 
de  Beaupre  and  many  strangers  were  regenerated  in  the  saving 
waters,  and  made  children  of  God  and  of  the  Holy  Church. 


XI.  THE  BASILICA  CHIMES 

There  are  four  bells  in  the  chime,  manufactured  in  the  Van 
Aerschot  foundry,  Louvain,  Belgium.  This  firm  counts  four 
centuries  of  existence  and  has  won  the  first  prize  in  all  the 
grand  international  exhibitions. 

The  bells  were  melted  in  a  single  casting,  and  thus  they  have 
the  same  alloy.  So  exact  was  the  calculation  of  the  alloy  that 
they  hang  in  their  places,  in  the  towers,  just  as  they  left  the 
mould.  No  file  nor  chisel  was  needed  to  hide  defects  in 
casting,  for  there  were  none  ;  nor  were  their  lips  cut  in  tuning, 
for  they  were  moulded  in  tune,  thanks  to  the  great  care  and 
careful  work  of  the  founder. 

The  bells  weigh  4650,  2900,  1950  and  1000  pounds ;  that  is 
to  say  :  10500  pounds  of  sonorous  amalgam,  to  the  exclusion  of 
tongues  and  mountings.  They  give  the  notes  B.  F,  G  and  A 
with  an  admirable  exactitude. 
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These  noble  heralds  of  prayer  and  praise  speak  of  earth  to 
heaven,  from  their  homes,  in  the  towers  of  the  majestic  Basilica, 
where  they  repeat  to  the  hills  the  glories  and  benefits  of  our 
dear  beloved  Patroness. 

One  of  them,  justly  called  the  pilgrim^ s  bell^  welcomes  with 
its  joyous  peal  the  weary  traveller,  at  the  very  door  of  the 
Basilica,  and  calls  the  pilgrim  to  the  different  religious  exercises. 


XII.  THE  PARVIS  OF  THE  BASILICA 

The  Redemptorist  Fathers,  guardians  of  the  Sanctuary  where 
nearly  200,000  pilgrims  gather  every  year,  consider  it  a  duty 
to  preserve  the  religious  character  of  the  w^ork,  to  maintain 
the  good  order  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  diocese,  to  prevent 
abuses,  to  remove  every  thing  that  might  cause  distraction, 
and  to  promote  recollection  and  piety  in  a  place  where  one 
comes  to  pray  and  to  be  edified.  Therefore  it  was  decided  to 
make  of  the  space  in  the  front  of  the  Basilica,  not  a  public  park 
open  to  all  and  at  all  times,  but  a  church-yard,  as  required  by 
the  Sacred  Liturgy. 

This  space  is  a  vast  rectangle  containing  8000  square  rods, 
3500  of  which  are  laid  out  in  avenues,  650  are  used  for  flowers 
and  shrubs,  and  the  rest  is  converted  into  lawns.  With  the 
exception  of  the  side  facing  the  river,  which  is  guarded  by  an 
iron  paling,  a  brick  wall  protects  the  park,  contributing  in  this 
way  to  make  the  site  one  of  recollection  and  prayer. 

This  decoration  of  the  garden  is  all  beautiful  and  presents  a 
sight  truly  enchanting.  Here  and  there  are  pretty  flower  beds 
with  delicate  borders,  statues  and  groups  dear  to  our  pious 
people,  angels  telling  the  glories  of  St.  Anne,  pious  inscriptions 
taken  from  the  writings  of  Mgr.  de  Laval  and  the  Venerable 
Mary  of  the  Incarnation  ;  added  to  this  are  rows  of  trees  pro- 
tecting the  pilgrim  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  graceful  grassy 
carpets  relieving  the  eye,  vast  avenues  allowing  the  processions 
to  unfold  at  ease,  finally  and  above  all,  the  solitude  and  calm 
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reigning  in  this  place,  and  you  will  admit  that  the  parvis  of 
the  Basilica  is  fully  worthy  of  the  majestic  temple  of  which  it 
is  the  necessary  adjunct. 


XIII.  THE  "ECCE  HOMO"  OF  THE  COVERED  PASSAGE 

In  the  covered  passage,  between  the  church  and  the  sacristy, 
on  the  Gospel  side,  is  seen  a  beautiful  life-size  statue  of  the 
Saviour.  It  is  called  the  "  Ecce  Homo.**  Our  Divine  Lord, 
seated,  with  the  scarlet  cloak  thrown  upon  his  shoulders 
through  derision,  holds  the  reed  placed  in  his  hand  in  mockery 
by  the  Jews.  The  precious  blood  runs  down  from  his  thorn- 
crowned  forehead,  and  trickles  from-  all  the  wounds  of  his 
scourged  body. 

'  The  artist  has  portrayed  to  perfection  the  sorrow  of  the  Man- 
God,  combined  with  the  resignation. 

Kneel,  sinner,  at  the  feet  of  Him  whom  you  have  scourged, 
crowned  with  thorns  and  crucified.  Read  through  the  tears 
of  your  repentance,  the  words  of  Holy  Writ  graven  on  the 
wall,  behind  the  statue;  For  the  wickedness  of  my  people^ 
have  I  smitten  Him^  and  his  body  was  covered  with  wounds y 
(Is.  Chap.  53). 

The  object,  in  placing  this  beautiful  subject  of  meditation 
here,  is  to  impress  silence  in  a  spot  so  close  to  the  altar.  May 
this  hope  be  realized  and  the  sight  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
Man-God  invite  all  to  repentance,  recollection  and  prayer  ! 


XIV.  THE  DEPENDANCIES  OF  THE  BASILICA 

The  Sacristy. — The  sacristy  is  a  vast  and  handsome  con- 
straction  of  cut  stone,  built  in  the  same  style  as  the  church, 
and  united  to  it  by  two  corridors. 

Confessions  are  heard  in  the  upper  story ^  and  this  is  the 
principal  use  of  that  part  of  the  building.  Six  confessionals  are 
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placed  along  the  walls.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  beautiful  altar 
made  of  carved  oak,  where  infirm  priests  are  accustomed  to 
celebrate  the  holy  mysteries. 

The  Treasury  also  may  be  seen  here,  and  the  Office  where  a 
lay-brother  attends  to  the  wants  of  pilgrims.  Those  who  wish 
to  subscribe  to  the  Annals  of  St.  Anne^  have  masses  said,  or 
have  lamps  or  tapers  lit  before  the  statue  or  relics  of  St.  Anne, 
or  who  wish  to  publish  something  to  the  glory  of  the  Wonder- 
Worker,  are  gladly  served  by  the  Brother  in  attendance,  or  by 
a  Father,  if  so  desired. 

In  the  lower  sacristy,  the  register  is  kept  and  the  names  of 
many  thousand  pilgrims  of  all  conditions  and  beliefs  are  found 
therein.  There  is  also  a  store  for  the  sale  of  pious  articles  and 
pilgrimage  souvenirs  in  remembrance  of  the  visit  to  the  Shrine 
of  Beaupre. 

The  monastery  of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers.— Just 
behind  the  Sacristy  and  in  a  straight  line  with  the  church,  stands 


MONASTERY  OF  THE  REDEMPTORIST  FATHERS, 
the  monastery  where  some  twenty  or  more  Redemptorist 
Fathers  and  Brothers  reside.    They  are  the  custodians  of  the 
famous  Shrine.    The  monastery  is  a  three-story  building,  built 
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of  white  brick  — In  the  wiulcr  season,  some  of  the  Fathers 
attend  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  parishoners,  while  others 
go  on  missions.  But  in  the  summer  time,  their  services  are 
required  together  with  those  of  other  priests  for  the  wants  of 
the  pilgrims. 

The  wing  which  terminates  on  the  high  road,  does  not  belong 
to  the  monastery  proper.  It  is  called  the  Clergy's  quarters, 
and  is  reserved  exclusively  to  those  of  the  clergy  who  come 
as  pilgrims  to  the  Shrine  of  Good  St.  Anne. 

The  juvetiate. — The  building  that  is  seen  at  the  east  end 
of  the  monastery,  just  beside  the  high  road,  is  the  Redemptorist 
Juvenate,  where  a  limited  number  of  young  men  are  given  a 
classical  education  by  the  Fathers  themselves,  provided  lh(  y 
show  signs  of  religious  voca- 
tion and  desire  to  devote  \  '^/''^^^'^T^:^ 
themselves,  later  on,  to  the 
service  of  God  and  the  salva- 
tion of  soul,  in  the  Congre- 
gation of  the  most  Holy 
Redeemer. 


XV.  TREASURY  OF  HISTO= 
RICAL  RELICS 

I.  First  statue  of  St. 
Anne  in  Canada.— 1662. 

This  wooden  statue  was 
brought  from  France,  in 
1661,  and  deposited  it  the 
church  the  following  year. 
In  1676,  it  was  put  in  the 
frontal  of  the  church,  where 
it  remained  for  two  centu- 
ries. Older  historical  relics 
are  seldom  found  in  this 
continent. 


FIRST  STATUE  OF  ST.  ANNE 
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II.  Collection  Box.— 1663. 

When  it  was  used  for  the  first  time,  that  is,  on  the  day  of 
the  dedication  of  the  second  church,  July  29th,  1663,  it  was 
returned  with  12.65  francs  ($2.53),  which  was  then  considered  a 
good  collection,  as  that  time  wages  were  only  one  franc  a  day. 
But  its  most  glorious  day,  in  those  remote  times,  was  on  the 
occasion  of  the  pilgrimage  of  the  Viceroy  of  Tracy  and  staff, 
when  sexton  Mich.  Bouchard  saw  70  francs  ($14.00)  dropped 
into  it  one  after  the  other. 

Ill  Ivory  Altar  Crucifix.— 1663. 

Connoisseurs  acknowledge  in  this  remarkable  piece  of  sculp- 
ture the  work  of  a  master  of  the  art,  and  according  to  some,  it 
is  the  work  of  the  famous  Duquesnoy. 

IV.  Mass  Vestment  made  and  given  by  Anne  of 
Austria,  mother  of 
I^ouis  XIV.— 1666. 

Its  durability  is  ex- 
plaiijed  by  the  fact 
that  the  orfrays  are  of 
pure  silk,  gold  and 
silver.  Anne  of  Aus- 
tria, after  twenty  years 
of  marriage  to  Louis 
XIII,  had  not  had  yet 
the  happiness  of  pre- 
senting an  heir  to  the 
throne  of  France,  but, 
fully  confident  in  the 
powerful  intercession 
of  her  Patron  Saint, 
she  ordered  prayers 
and  masses  to  be  said 
daily  for  that  inten- 
tion. Her  confidence 
was  not  in  vain,  and, 

as  a  consequence,  qukkn  annk  of  Austria 
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l^rance  had  the  glory  of  having  Ivouis  XIV  as  king.  In  thanks- 
giving for  the  event,  Queen  Anne  ordered  some  offering  to  be 
sent  to  all  the  churches  dedicated  to  St.  Anne  in  the  kingdom  ; 
that  sent  to  Canada  was  made  by  her  own  hands. 

V.  Silver  Ciborium.— 1666. 

Though  used  for  over  two  hundred  years  to  distribute  Holy 
Communion  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pilgrims,  this  sacred 
vase  of  solid  silver  is  still  as  sound  as  a  new  one.  It  is  only  lately 
that  it  has  been  placed  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  well  deserves 
the  honour. 

VI.  Silver-gfilt  Ostensoritim  used  for  the  ISxposition 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament.— 1667. 

Having  been  recently  repaired  in  Paris,  this  fine  piece  of  art 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  though  so  simple  in  appearance, 
yet  attracts  much  attention  from  connoisseurs. 

VII.  The  first  reliquary.— 1670. 

It  enclosed  the  first  relic  of  St.  Anne,  which  was  brought 
to  Canada  by  Bishop  Laval,  and  is  still  preserved.  But  as  it  is 
inconvenient  for  presentation  to  the  veneration  of  the  faithful, 
the  relic  has  been  removed  and  placed  in  a  better  reliquary. 

VIII.  Silver  chalice.— 1670. 

This  chalice  has  been  daily  used  at  the  altar  for  over  two 
hundred  years.  Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
priest  has  to  wipe  off  carefully  every  drop  of  wine  or  water  that 
may  be  left  after  using  the  sacred  vessel,  we  must  admit  that 
the  silverware  of  the  seventeenth  century  was  fully  equal,  in 
quality,  and  durability,  to  that  of  our  age. 

IX.  Pyx.— 1700. 

The  sight  of  this  pyx  has  brought  joy  and  consolation  to 
many  a  sick  person  since  the  founding  of  Beaupre,  as  it  con- 
tained the  Holy  Viaticum  without  which  no  Catholic  wishes  to 
leave  this  world.  In  St.  Anne's,  the  Holy  Viaticum  is  always 
carried  to  sick  in  a  most  solemn  manner.  The  priest,  vested 
with  the  surplice  and  stole,  and  preceded  by  a  torch  bearer, 
hastens  to  the  sick  person's  home,  while  the  tolling  of  a  bell 
warns  people  that  one  of  theirs  is  in  danger  of  death.  When 
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the  modest  little  cortege  passes,  every  one  within  hearing  of 
the  bell  immediately  drops  on  his  knees,  wherever  he  may  be  : 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  passing  by  ! 

X.  Solid  silver  altar  crucifix— 1706. 

Given  by  the  illustrious  Pierre  Lemoyne  d' Iberville,  the 
conqueror  of  Hudson's  Bay  (1697),  the  discover  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississipi  (1699),  the  founder  and  first  governor  of 
Lousiana  (1700).  He  presented  this  silver  crucifix  along  with 
a  set  of  altar-candelsticks  of  the  same  metal,  the  very  year  of 
his  death  (1706). — This  sacred  objects  bears  the  inscription  : 
donne  par  Iberville^  1706. — Given  by  Iberville,  1706. 

XI.  Wax  candle  mould— 1732. 

XII.  Altar  bread  irons— 1723. 

Formerly  the  wafers  for  use  on  the  altar  and  the  wax  candles 
used  in  the  holy  ceremonies,  were  made  on  the  premises  of 
every  church  whether  rich  or  poor.  The  candle  mould  and  the 
wafer  irons  belonging  to  the  old  church  of  St.  Anne,  are  here 
exhibited  under  Nos.  11  and  12.  They  are  preserved  as  histo- 
rical relics. 

XIII.  Antiphonaries— 1758. 

Church  books  containing  anthems,  psalms  and  hymns  of 
Catholic  worship,  with  notes  in  plain  chant.  These  books  were 
printed  in  1703. 

XIV.  Ablution  cup— 1774. 

A  little  cup  which  was  kept  on  the  altar,  and  contained  water 
in  order  that  the  priest  might  wash  his  fingers  after  having 
given  Holy  Communion  outside  of  Mass  time. 

XV.  Pax.  1788. 

In  our  days  this  object  is  used  only  when  High  Mass  is 
celebrated  in  presence  of  a  Bishop  enthroned.  Until  lately 
it  was  customary  to  bless  the  bread  which  was  offered,  every 
Sunday,  by  parishoners  in  their  turn.  The  priest,  after  the 
blessing,  presented  the  Pax  to  the  donor  to  kiss,  saying  at  the 
same  time ;  *'/<2x  tecum.  Peace  be  with  thee"  ;  whence  its  name. 

XVI.  Cross  of  the  church- wardens^  Seat  — 1795. 
This  cross  was  the  mark  placed  ou  the  seat  which  was  occu- 

pied  by  the  church-wardens  in  the  old  church. 
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XVII.  Silver  holy  water  Font— 1800. 

In  some  blessings  the  priest  uses  holy  water  which  is 
sprinkled  from  the  Font  with  the  Aspergill. 

XVIII.  — Sanctuary  I/amp— 1803. 

The  silver  lamp  was  presented  to  the  sanctuary  by  Mr.  de 
la  Chenaie,  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  a  favor  obtained  through 
the  intercession  of  Good  St.  Anne, 

XIX.  Processional  cross— 1814. 

Cross  carried  at  the  head  of  every  religious  procession  which 
takes  place  whether  inside  the  church  or  outside. — This  cross 
has  no  artistic  value. 

XX.  Crowns  of  St.  Anne  and  Child— 1889. 

These  crowns  were  made  from  the  precious  metals  and  stones 
taken  from  votive  offerings  to  the  Wonder-Worker.  The 
crowns  are  solid  gold,  and  the  jewels  that  adorn  them  are  real 
amethysts,  turquoises,  topazes,  sapphires,  garnets  and  corals,  in 
all  ;  264.  The  Blessed  Virgin's  crown  is  moreover  ornamented 
with  golden  lilies,  to  symbolize  her  purity. 

XXI.  Offering  of  the  Count  of  Paris— 1890. 

This  chiselled  and  embossed  silver  portrait  was  presented  to 
the  church  by  the  Count  of  Paris,  in  memory  of  his  pilgrimage 
to  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  in  October  1890.  This  illustrious  son 
of  the  kings  of  France  is  here  represented  under  the  figure  of 
his  ancestor  St.  Louis  placing  himself  under  the  protection  of 
St.  Anne.  It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  artistic  value  of  this 
princely  gift.  The  master-hand  is  at  once  recognized.  The 
Prince's  arms  are  seen  on  the  top  of  the  silver-gilt  frame  :  three 
flowers-de-luce  in  an  azure  field. 

XXII.  Gothic  Ostensorium. 

XXIII.  Gothic  Ciborium. 

These  valuable  pieces  of  jewelry  have  also  a  great  artistic 
merit.  Both  were,  during  some  years  used  for  divine  worship 
in  the  Basilica.  Replaced  by  others  more  convenient,  although 
less  precious,  they  were  considered  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
treasury  of  the  Sanctuary. 
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XXIV.  Altar  bell. 

This  small  bell  is  the  fac-simile  of  an  old  Roman  bell.  The 
eagle,  the  ox,  the  lion  and  the  man  cut  in  the  brass,  represent 
the  four  Evangelists  whose  names  also  appear  on  the  bell. 

XXV.  Watch  and  cane  of  an  old  parish-priest  of 
St.  Anne  de  Beaupre. 

These  two  precious  objects  were  the  property  of  Rev.  J.  B. 
Blouin,  formerly  parish-priest,  who 
died  in  October  1899.  The  deceased 
was  a  zealous  propagator  of  the  devo- 
tion to  Good  St.  Anne.  It  was  he  who 
began  the  construction  of  the  present 
Basilica. 

XXVI.  Seal  of  a  Mexican  Pre- 
sident named  Santa  Anna. 

This  seal,  which  is  made  of  solid 
gold,  takes  the  form  of  an  eagle  stand- 
ing on  a  rock  of  lapis-lazzuli  bearing 
the  stamp  of  the  seal.  The  king  of  the 
air  holds  between  his  spread  wings 
a  sphere  likewise  of  lapis-lazzuli.  His  RKV.  j.  b.  blouin 
eyes  are  formed  by  two  rubies  ;  they  are  riveted  on  the  sphere 
on  which  the  word  Mexico  is  inlaid  in  letters  of  gold.  The  seal 
proper  bears  the  initials  of  the  President,  wreathed  with  the 
insignia  of  his  dignity.  This  piece  of  art,  on  account  of  the 
delicacy  of  the  work,  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  connoisseurs. 
—Antonio  Lopez  of  Santa  Anna  was  elected  president  of  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  in  1832,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
in  1876. 

XXVII.  Reliquary  of  St.  Anne. 

It  contains  a  piece  of  stone  from  the  house  in  which  St. 
Anne  had  the  happiness  of  giving  birth  to  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

XXVIII.  The  Pilgrims'  chalice. 

This  chalice  made  of  the  gold  and  precious  stones  offered  to 
the  Sanctuary  by  pilgrims,  is  an  article  of  very  great  value. 
It  is  enriched  with  eighty-eight  stones,  the  most  remarkable 
of  which  are  ;  three  fire  opals,  four  rubies,  five  diamonds,  six 
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garnets,  six  amethysts,  eight  chrysolites,  twelve  emeralds, 
fourteen  sapphires,  twenty-four  pearls.  On  the  foot  of  the 
chalice  are  six  oval  medallions  representing  :  Jesus-Christ, 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  Good  St.  Anne,  St.  Joachim,  St. 
Joseph  and  St.  Alphonsus.  Around  the  foot  is  an  enameled 
ring  upon  which  we  read  a  latin  inscription  in  connection  with 
the  Holy  Eucharist.  Stones,  pearls  and  medallions  are  artisti- 
cally enchased  in  a  filigree  which  covers  the  foot,  the  stem  and 
the  two  thirds  of  the  cup. 

N.  B.— Th^  Treasury  contains  also  a  multitude  of  precious 
articles  such  as  commemorative  medals,  watches,  bracelets, 
chains,  rings,  brooches,  lockets  and  other  jewels  offered  sponta- 
neously by  pilgrims,  as  tokens  of  gratitude  for  favors  obtained 
through  the  intercession  of  the  glorious  Wonder- Worker. 


XVI.  THE  BANNER  OF  ST.  ANNE 

This  banner  which  is  carried  in  the  processions  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament,  is  certainly  worthy  of  our  glorious  and 
well-beloved  Patroness.  —  On  one  side,  St.  Anne  is  seen  teach- 
ing the  Blessed  Virgin.  Immediately  above  these  two  figures, 
is  a  semi  circular,  scroll  on  which  is  written  :  ''Sainte  Anne, 
consolatrice  des  affiiges"  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  picture  are 
the  concluding  words:  "Priez  pour  nous.'^  (St.  Anne,  con- 
soler of  the  afflicted,  pray  for  us. )  The  colour  of  St.  Anne's 
mantle  is  Prussian  blue,  and  that  of  her  dress  scarlet.  The 
Blessed  Virgin  is  dressed  in  azure  blue.  The  figures  are  framed 
in  by  two  columns  embroidered  in  gold  and  entwined  with 
flowers  worked  in  chenille. 

The  reverse  side  of  the  banner  represents  St.  Joachim  with 
a  pilgrim's  staff  in  his  right  hand,  and,  in  his  left,  a  basket 
containing  two  turtle-doves.  His  mantle  is  of  a  brownish  color. 
The  design,  on  this  side  of  the  banner,  is  surrounded  by  a 
garland  of  maple  leaves,  with  gold  stems  and  veins.  The 
figures,  which  are  of  raised  work  done  in  chenille,  are  very 
well  designed. 
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^he  banner  is  surmounted  by  an  elegant  cross,  and  the 
fringes,  the  laces  and  tassels  of  the  purest  gold,  which  com- 
plete the  banner,  produce  the  most  admirable  effect  and  give 
the  work  an  irreproachable  perfection. 

This  handsome  banner  is  the  handiwork  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  of  Quebec,  and  was  presented  to  the  Sanctuary,  on 
July  26th,  1875,  in  the  name  of  those  who  contributed  to  the 
work,  by  His  Excellency  Rene  Kdouard  Caron,  a  child  of  the 
parish,  and,  at  that  time,  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec. 


XVI.  PAINTINGS  IN  THE  SACRISTY 

I.  The  presentation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  —  SL 

Joachim  and  St.  Anne  lead  their  illustrious  child  to  the  temple 
of  Jerusalem,  to  olBfer  her  to  the  Lord.  T)c^^young  Virgin^  hardly 
three  years  of  age,  ascends  the  steps  of  the  temple  alone, 
whilst  the  High  Priest  stands  with  open  arms  to  receive  her. 

II.  The  Blessed  Virgin  and  the  veil  of  the  Holy- 
Face. — On  Holy  Saturday,  while  the  body  of  the  Divine 
Saviour  was  in  the  tomb,  the  Blessed  Virgin^  after  having  wit- 
nessed the  death  and  burial  of  her  Divine  Son,  had  returned 
home,  her  soul  immerged  in  an  ocean  of  sorrows.  St.  John^  St. 
Mary  Magdalen^  and  another  holy  woman  kept  her  company, 
endeavoring  to  console  her  in  her  bitter  sadness,  when  sud- 
denly Veronica  appears  holding  in  her  hands  the  veil  of  the 
Holy  Face,  which  she  unfolds  to  the  view  of  the  afSicted  group. 
The  Mother  of  Sorrows  recognises  the  features  of  her  divine 
Son,  and  holds  out  her  hands  as  if  to  seize  the  precious  image 
and  press  it  to  her  heart,  saying  :  Ah  !  the  face  of  my  Son  and 
m}^  God !  Mary  Magdalen  is  kneeling  prostrate  before  the 
image  of  her  Divine  Master  traced  in  his  own  blood.  This 
painting,  which  is  not  without  artistic  value,  is  copied  from 
Janssen's  *  *  Veronica' ' . 

III.  Reverend  Father  Tielen,  C.  SS.  R.— This  worthy 
religious  was,  some  years  ago,  miraculously  cured  by  St.  Anne 
of  a  compound  fracture  of  the  right  foot,  which  physicians  had 
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pronouuced  incurable.  He  died  on  the  tenth  of  October,  1897. 
after  having  been  pastor  of  the  Basilica  for  nearly  twelve  years. 
His  mortal  remains  rest  in  the  vaults  of  the  Basilica. 

IV.  St.  Anne. — Represented  in  a  costume  supposed  to  be 
that  of  the  women  of  her  time.  This  painting,  with  its  two 
companions  Nos.  V  and  VI,  are  from  the  brush  of  the  Belgian 
artist,  Mathias  Zens. 

V.  The  Holy  Family,  Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph.— 
(by  Mathias  Zens). 

VI.  St.  Joachim,  spouse  of  St.  Anne.— Represented 
in  the  costume  of  his  time,  with  the  staff  of  the  pilgrim  in  his 
hand  (by  Mathias  Zens). 

VII.  Miraculous  painting  of  Our  I/ady  of  Perpetual 
Help. — The  Blessed  Virgin  bears  the  Infant  Jesus  in  her  arms. 
Two  Archangels  appear  and  present  the  instruments  of  the 
Passion  to  the  Divine  Infant  whose  face  bears  a  frightened 
look. — The  original  is  venerated  in  Rome,  in  the  church  of  the 
Redemptorist  Fathers. 

VIII.  Copy  of  the  miraculous  painting  of  St.  Anne.— 
The  original,  a  gift  of  the  Marquis  of  Tracy  to  the  church  of 
Beaupre,  hangs  over  the  altar  of  the  memorial  Chapel.  St. 
Anne  is  represented  teaching  the  Blessed  Virgin.  At  her  feet 
kneel  the  marquis  and  marchioness  of  Tracy  as  pilgrims  in  a 
praying  posture. 

IX.  St.  John  the  Evangelist.— 
St.  John  is  seen  writing  his  Gospel  ; 
the  symbolic  eagle  hovers  above  his 
head. —  This  painting  and  the  two 
following  are  reproductions  of  part  of 
the  famous  master-pieces  of  Rubens, 
which  adorn  the  Museum  in  Antwerp, 
Belgium.  They  were  given  to  the 
Sanctuary  by  Mgr.  Ant.  Gauvreau  who 
was  parish-priest  of  St.  Anne  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Redemptorist 
Fathers.  mgr  ant.  gauvreau 
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X.  The  descent  from  the  Cross.— (a  copy  from  Rubens) 

XI.  The  Blessed  Virgfin  and  her  Divine  Child.— 

(a  copy  from  Rubens). 

XII.  The  old  church  of  St.  Anne.— Built  in  1676,  it 
was  used  for  public  worship  up  to  the  year  1876.  It  was  demo- 
lished in  1878,  and  transformed  into  the  Memorial  Chapel" 
which  we  see  to-day  on  the  same  site,  the  same  material  being 
employed,  the  same  belfry  crowning  its  apex  and  the  same 
furniture  occupying  its  interior. 

XIII.  Jesus  and  the  children. — The  Divine  Saviour  is 
represented  in  a  mild  and  at  the  same  time  majestic  attitude, 
in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  children  on  whom  he  looks  most 
tenderly.  Beside  him  stand  a  few  of  the  Apostles  to  whom  he 
seems  to  say  :  Shiite  parvulos  venire  ad  me  :  Suffer  the  little 
children  to  come  unto  me." 

XIV.  The  Annunciation.— The  Archangel  Gabriel  an- 
nounces to  the  Blessed  Virgin  that  she  is  to  become  the  mother 
of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind.  The  humble  Virgin,  kneeling 
in  prayer,  turns  towards  the  heavenly  messenger,  and  in  an 
astonished  tone  says  to  him  .  Quomodo  fiet  istud?  How 
shall  this  be  done  ?'  ' 


XVIII.  THE  SCALA  SANTA 

The  Scala  Santa  (an  italian  word  which  means  holy  stair- 
case) is  the  representation  of  the  stairs  which  Our  Ivord  Jesus- 
Christ  ascended  in  order  to  appear  before  Pilate.  The  very 
stairs  which  were  sanctified  by  the  footsteps  of  the  Divine 
Saviour  and  bedewed  with  his  adorable  blood,  still  exist. 
They  contain  twenty-eight  steps  of  white  marble.  They  were 
"  brought  from  Jerusalem  to  Rome  about  the  year  325,  under 
the  direction  of  the  empress  St.  Helena,  mother  of  Constantine 
the  Great,  and  placed  in  a  magnificent  temple,  where  they  are 
a  constant  object  of  veneration  of  the  faithful.  They  are  worn 
down  by  the  kisses  of  pious  worshippers  whose  tears  of  repent- 
ance and  love  flow  continually. 


St.  Anne  d'Auray,  in  Brittany,  possesses  a  Scala  Santa  th6 
steps  of  which  are  rapidly  wearing  away  under  the  knees  of 
fervent  Bretons.  It  is  but  just  that  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre  should 
also  have  one,  the  first  in  America. 

The  chapel  of  Scala  Santa  is  placed  on  a  terrace  which  over- 
looks the  whole  village  of  Beaupre  and  commands  a  most 
imposing  sight.     A  curved 
path  conducts  the  pilgrim  to  " 
the  foot  of  the  stairs  which 
lead  to  the  first  story  where 
a  large  platform  forms  a  wel- 
come halting  place.  From 
this  a  view  of  the  village 
and  river  is  obtained,  while 
an  overhead  veranda  shields 
him  from  the  rays  of  the 
sun. 

The  semi-circular  steps 
which  we  see,  on  entering 
the  chapel,  are  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  Scala  which  com- 
mences at  the  first  straight 
step.  Twenty-seven  others 
of  the  same  kind  complete  Thk  scala  Santa 

the  Holy  Stairs. 

The  stranger  may  ask  the  meaning  of  those  little  glass-cases 
disposed  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  They  contain  relics  from  the 
Holy  I/and. 

Commencing  at  the  first  straight  step,  the  pilgrim  gets  on 
his  knees,  and  in  this  posture  finds  his  way  to  the  top,  praying 
and  meditating  on  the  sufi"erings  of  the  Man-God. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Stairs  and  to  the  left,  is  the  group  of  the 
AGONY.  The  artist  has  portrayed  on  the  features  of  the  divine 
Sufferer  the  paroxysm  of  intelligent  and  resigned  sorrow.  The 
triumph  of  the  God-Man  over  the  infirmity  of  His  human 
nature  is  seen  by  the  manner  in  which  his  hands  are  stretched 
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out  with  a  loving  anxiety  towards  the  chalice  of  bitterness 
which  appears  in  the  hands  of  an  angel. 

To  the  right,  is  another  group  where  the  scene  of  the  Trea- 
son oi^  Judas  sends  a  chill  of  horror  through  the  soul.  The 
traitor  comes  forward  to  give  his  Master  the  deicidal  kiss.  His 
loathsome  face  breathes  hypocrisy,  fear  and  cupidity.  What 
a  contrast  between  his  guilty  features  and  the  divine  sweetness 
of  Jesus  who  does  not  distain  to  submit  to  the  vilest  affront  for 
our  salvation  ! 

When  the  pilgrim  has  completed  the  ascension  of  the  Holy 
Stairs,  he  sees,  in  the  centre,  the  chapel  of  the  EcCE  Homo 
where  the  coward  Pilate  shows  to  the  rabble  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  crowned  with  thorns,  his  hands  tied  and  his  lacerated 
shoulders  covered  with  the  purple  cloak  of  derision. — To  the 
left  of  this  is  the  chapel  of  the  HoivY  Face.  Veronica  is  seen 
holding  a  veil  bearing  the  imprint  of  the  adorable  countenance 
of  Our  Saviour  and  reddened  by  contact  with  his  wounds. — 
On  the  right  hand  of  the  *'BcCE  Homo",  is  the  chapel  of  the 
Fi^ageIvI^aTion,  where  we  see  Our  Saviour  tied  to  a  column 
and  bting  scourged  by  whips  at  the  hands  of  two  executioners. 
This  is  the  most  awe-inspiring  of  all  the  groups.  One  would 
say  that  the  statues  of  the  executioners  were  living  men  struck 
dead  in  the  act.  Their  naked  limbs  show  the  muscles  of  power- 
ful men.  The  whips  with  which  they  are  armed  have  six 
thongs  tipped  with  spiked  balls.  The  Saviour's  adorable  flesh 
is  torn  and  lacerated  under  their  redoubled  blows.  But  how 
calm  is  the  expression  of  His  countenance  and  His  general 
demeanour,  notwithstanding  these  outrages  and  sufferings  ! 

The  pilgrim  descends  again,  but  not  by  the  same  way.  Two 
side  stairs  lead  him  back  to  the  first  floor  of  the  building, 
where  he  sees  three  other  chapels.  In  the  centre  is  a  Calvary, 
where  Our  IvOrd  is  seen  on  the  cross,  with  the  Blessed  Virgin 
and  the  faithful  Apostle  at  his  feet ;  to  the  right,  the  DESCENT 
FROM  THE  CROSS  where  the  chief  figure  is  that  of  the  Mother 
of  Sorrows  ;  to  the  left,  under  the  altar  :  the  SAVIOUR  IN  THE 
TOMB  ;  above  the  Altar  :  the  Risen  Saviour, 
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A  word  of  explanation  may  be  necessary  here.  Why  the 
spade  in  the  hand  of  Our  Saviour  ?  We  read  in  the  20th  Chapter 
of  St.  John,  15th  verse  :  Jesus  saith  to  her:  woman,  why 
weepest  thou?  whom  seekest  thou?  She  thinking  that  it  was 
the  gardener,  etc."  The  artist  shows  us  a  gardener  and  Our 
Saviour  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  person. 

What  is  specially  remarkable  is  the  impression  of  reality 
produced  by  these  groups  of  statuary.  All  the  characters  are 
■  life-size  and  the  details  are  expressed  to  perfection.  It  is  not 
possible  for  any  one  with  a  heart,  to  visit  these  stations  of 
Christ's  sorrows  and  remain  cold  and  indifferent  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Man-God,  particularly  when  he  thinks  that  these 
torments  were  caused  by  man's  ingratitude  and  by  the  sins  of 
the  world. 

All  the  frescoes  that  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Scala  Santa,  are 
scenes  from  the  Holy  Land,  and  are  due  to  the  brush  of  a 
Redemptorist  Brother  who  devoted  two  years  to  the  work. 


XIX.  THE  HOLY  WELL 

• 

A  remarkable  thing  is  this,  that  in  all  places  of  pilgrimage, 
there  is  a  spring  whose  waters  possess  marvellous  curing  power. 
Beaupre  is  not  an  exception.  The  waters  of  the  holy  well  of 
Beaupre  have  already  cured  a  great  number  of  sick  and  infirm. 
This  spring  gushes  out  of  the  hill,  a  few  feet  from  the  Memorial 
Chapel,  and  may  be  seen  from  the  road  which  leads  to  the 
Scala  Santa. 

Day  and  night,  the  source  satisfies  the  devotion  of  thousands 
of  pilgrims  who  use  and  bring  av/ay  as  much  as  they  desire. 

The  two  stone  fountains  which  stand  on  the  grounds,  one  in 
front  of  the  Memorial  Chapel,  and  the  other  on  the  opposite 
side,  are  fed  from  the  holy  well,  as  also  the  faucet  in  the  lower 
Sacristy.  The  fountain  in  the  parvis,  although  giving  excel- 
lent water,  does  not  come  from  the  holy  well. 

Tradition  tells  us  that  this  spring  was  known  to  the  first 
settlers,  but  it  is  only  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century 


that  pilgrims  commenced  to 
use  of  its  waters  and  profit 
by  its  curing  power.  Was 
this  power  manifested  by  a 
miracle?  We  do  not  know. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  faith  in  the 
water  has  become  general, 
and  people  are  often  reward- 
ed in  a  striking  manner. 
There  is  nothing  astonish- 
ing however  in  this.  If  the 
water  of  St.  Anne's  holy 
well  does  not  possess  in  itself 
the  power  of  curing  sickness 
and  infirmity,  God  may,  if 
He  so  choose,  work  miracles 
by  its  use,  and  no  one  should 
dare  deny  Him  that  right. 


THR  FOUNTAIN  OF  ST  ANNK 


XX.  THE  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

The  Memorial  Chapel,  called  also  the  North  Chapel,  was 
built  in  1878,  on  the  site  and  from  the  material  of  the  old 
church,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  venerable  temple  which  was 
used  for  public  worship  until  the  year  1876,  and  which  for  two 
hundred  years,  was  the  rallying  point  of  devout  pilgrims. 

Numerous  are  the  miraculous  cures  which  have  been  per- 
formed in  this  place  of  wonders,  by  the  intercession  of  the 
glorious  ancestress  of  Our  Saviour.  Here  the  blind  have  recov- 
ered their  sight,  the  deaf  have  heard,  paralytics  have  been 
made  walk,  the  sick  regained  their  health,  and  many  sinners 
have  been  restored  to  the  grace  of  God.  Here  the  past  com- 
bines wiih  the  present  in  telling  of  the  benefits  and  glories  of 
the  great  Wonder- Worker  of  Canada. 
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The  furniture  in  this  cha- 
pel is  that  of  the  old  shrine. 
The  same  bell  in  the  same 
belfrey  calls  the  faithful  to 
prayer  as  it  did  their  ances- 
tors who  have  long  since 
passed  away.  The  same  altar 
and  the  same  pews,  the  same 
statues  and  paintings,  the 
same  wood  work,  pilasters 
and  cornices;  in  a  word  the 
interior  of  the  church  is  as  it 
was  at  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  The  Memo- 
rial then,  on  the  whole,  is 
a  relic  of  rare  antiquity  for 
this  Continent,  a  souvenir  of 
another  age,  and  consequent- 
ly a  monument  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  visitors. 


THK  MEMORIAIv  CHAPEI. 


XXI.  PAINTINGS  IN  THE  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

These  paintings  have  no  real  artistic  merit.  But  what  is 
wanting  in  intrinsic  value,  is  fully  supplied  by  the  devotion 
with  which  they  were  placed  here  by  those  who  received  favors 
through  the  intercession  of  St.  Anne.  They  were  presented  to 
the  Church  at  different  periods. 

I.  Votive  offering  from  the  Marquis  de  Tracy,  or  the 
miraculous  painting— 1666 

This  painting,  from  the  brush  of  the  famous  Lebrun,  was 
presented  to  the  Sanctuary,  in  1666,  by  the  Marquis  de  Tracy, 
vice-roy  of  New-France.  During  a  terrible  storm  which  threat- 
ened his  life,  the  pious  man  made  a  vow  to  St.  Anne  that  be 
would  make  her  a  generous  offering,  if  she  would  save  his  life. 
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He  fulfilled  his  promise  by 
presenting  this  beautiful  gift 
which  hangs  over  the  altar.  — 
The  painting  represents  St. 
Anne  teaching  the  blessed 
Virgin.  The  other  two  fig- 
ures are  the  Marquis  and 
Marchioness  de  Tracy  in  the 
garb  of  pilgrims  at  prayer. 
The  arms  of  the  donor  are 
seen  below  the  figures. 

II.  St.  Anne  and  the 
Blessed  Virgin —1677. 

III.  St.  Joachim  and 
the  Blessed  Virgin  — 
1677. 

These  two  paintings  are     the  miracui<ous  painting 
the  work  of  the  Franciscan  Brother,  L,uc  Lefran^ois.  They 
were  given  to  the  Church  by  Mgr  de  Laval,  to  be  placed  side 
by  side  with  the  first  painting. — The  holy  spouses  kneeling, 
prayerfully  offer  their  blessed  child  to  the  Eternal  Father. 

IV.  Votive  offering  from  Mile  de  Becancour  — 1689. 

Before  her  entry  into  the  Ursuline  Convent,  at  Quebec,  Mile 
de  Becancour,  daughter  of  the  Baron  de  Portneuf,  came  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  St.  Anne,  to  implore  the  assistance  of  her  holy 
Patron  in  the  accomplishment  of  her  pious  purpose.  It  was 
then  that  she  offered  this  picture  in  which  she  is  represented 
as  kneeling  before  St.  Anne  and  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

V.  Votive  offering:  from  John  Juing— 1696. 

John  Juing's  vessel  was  pursued  by  three  Dutch  warships. 
Seeing  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  captured,  M.  Juing 
made  a  vow  to  St.  Anne.  At  the  same  moment,  a  thick  fog 
surrounded  his  vessel,  concealing  it  from  the  enemy,  and 
enabling  him  to  find  a  refuge  in  the  mouth  of  the  Saguenay.— 
This  painting  was  retouched  in  1826, 
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VI.  Votive  ofFeringf  from  Father  Gaulin  — 1709. 

Three  persons  are  seen  on  the  dismasted  vessel.  On  the  bow 
there  is  a  layman,  very  probably  the  commander  Edouin. 
Amidships  is  seen  a  Franciscan  friar  with  his  hands  raised 
towards  heaven.  Near  the  stern,  a  priest  is  seated,  saying  the 
breviary  ;  this  last  is  Father  Gaulin  himself. — At  the  top  of 
the  painting,  St.  Anne  appears  in  the  clouds,  surrounded  by 
angels.  She  stretches  her  hands  as  if  to  calm  the  tempest.  The 
painting  bears  the  following  inscription  : —  Vow  made  by  the 
crew  oj  the    Sainte-Anne'\  commanded  by  Mr.  Edouin,  1709. 

VII.  Votive  offering  from  three  survivors  of  a  ship- 
wreck—1759. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1754,  a  small  boat  crossing  from  Levis 
to  Beauport  was  upset  by  a  wave.  The  five  occupants  were 
thrown  overboard  and  death  was  imminent.  Three  of  them, 
however,  escaped  through  the  intercession  of '  'Blessed  St.  Anne, " 
to  whom  they  had  recommended  their  lives,  and  they  placed 
this  picture  in  the  Church  as  a  token  of  their  gratitude.  The  offer- 
ing says  more  for  their  devotion  than  for  the  skill  of  the  artist. 

VIII.  Wreck  of  the  Saint-:Esprit''. 

Father  Pierre  and  the  crew  make  a  vow  to  Good  St.  Anne, 
and  escape  a  watery  grave.  In  a  corner  of  the  painting,  St. 
Anne  appears  her  eyes  turned  towards  the  scene  of  the  accident. 

IX.  A  shipwreck. 

The  crew  make  a  vow  to  St.  Anne  and  St.  Anthony.  On  the 
upper  part  of  the  painting  is.  seen  on  one  side,  St.  Anne,  and 
on  the  other,  St.  Anthony  who  is  kneeling  on  a  cloud,  his 
hands  joined  in  fervent  supplication. 

X.  Votive  offering  from  Mrs.  Riverin— 1703. 

Beset  with  misfortune,  Mrs  Riverin  placed  herself  and  her 
children  under  the  protection  of  St.  Anne,  and  offered  to  the 
Sanctuary  this  painting  in  which  she  is  represented  with  her 
litt'e  family. 

XI.  The  '*King»s  Hero*' —  1711. 

Votive  offering  presented  by  the  crew  of  the  "King's  Hero", 
in  thanksgiving  for  St.  Anne's  protection,  during  the  British 
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invasion,  when  eighty-four  ships  sailed  into  the  St  Lawrence, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Walker.  The  whole  fleet  was 
destroyed  on  the  beach  of  Kgg  Island,  causing  the  British  to 
abandon  their  project  of  invasion. 

XII.  Votive  offering  from  l/ouis  Prat— 1706. 

Louis  Prat,  merchant,  shipowner  and  port-warden,  was  in 
business  relations  with  the  Fabrique  of  St.  Anne.  His  brigantine 
was  called  the  "Joybert".  The  inscription  on  the  painting 
reads  :  ''Ex-voto  Ludovicy  Prat,  1706." 

XIII.  Votive  offering  from  M.  Roger— 1717. 

This  painting  represents  an  icebound  ship  saved  from  de- 
struction through  the  intercession  of  St.  Anne.  Several  of  the 
crew  raise  suppliant  hands  towards  the  Saint  who  calmly  teaches 
her  child  and  appears  not  to  concern  herself  with  their  troubles. 

XIV.  St.  l/ouis,  king  of  FrancCo 

This  painting  is  not  a  votive  offering.  It  was  bought  from 
the  Ursulines  of  Quebec,  in  1765,  for  the  sum  of  200  francs 
(I40.00).  St.  Louis  is  here  represented  in  his  royal  robes,  pros- 
trate before  the  cross.  Three  angels  contemplate  the  touching 
spectacle  of  a  king  in  prayer  before  the  sign  of  our  salvation. 


XXII.  THE  CEMETERY 

The  cemetery,  so  modest  in  appearance,  has  nevertheless  an 
interesting  history.  Opened  in  1670,  it  contains  the  bodies  of 
all  those  who  died  in  the  parish  since  its  foundation,  and  of 
several  others  who  wished  to  repose  near  St.  Anne's  Shrine. 
In  all,  3750  bodies,  seventy-one  of  which  were  those  of  Indians, 
lie  buried  in  its  precincts.  If  those  bodies  were  to  come  to  life, 
they  would  not  find  standing  room  in  this  little  enclosure. 

The  little  chapel  in  the  centre  of  the  cemetry,  is  called  the 

Chapel  of  the  Souls  in  Purgatory."  It  contains  a  Calvary. 
The  devout  pilgrims  like  to  come  and  kneel  at  the  feet  of 
the  Saviour  crucified,  and  there  say  a  prayer  for  the  repose 
of  the  souls  of  those  around  them,  who  sleep  their  last  sleep. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  Cemetery,  a  way  of  the  cross  is 
erected.  In  the  summer  time,  groups  of  pilgrims  are  seen 
wending  their  way  along  the  sorrowful  road  which  leads  to  the 
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THE  JUVENATK.  (see  page  40). 

Calvary  atjthe^summit^of  the  hill,  performing  the  devotion  of 
the  way  of  the  cross,  and  gaining  indulgences  for  the  souls  of 
the  faithful  departed. 

XXni.  THE  CONVENT  OF  THE  FRANCISCAN  SISTERS 

The  Convent  of  St.  Anne  de  Beauprd  is  a  large  residence 
seated  on  a  gentle  eminence  near  Ihe  Scala  Santa.  Its  stands 
on  the  ancient  domain  of  the  family  Ranvoizee,  formerly  lords 
of  the  parish.  The  view  of  the  grand  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Island  of  Orleans,  from  this  beautiful  spot,  cannot  be  adequately 
described  ;  it  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Seated  like  a 
nest  in  the  foliage,  it  is  a  desirable  place  for  ladies  intending  to 
spend  a  few  days  at  St.  Anne's. 

There  are  here  over  thirty  resident  nuns  belonging  to  the 
Franciscan  Sisters,  commonly  called  the  White  Nuns.  During 
the  scholastic  year,  they  keep  a  boarding  and  day-school  for 
the  instruction  of  young  girls, 


The  blessed  Sacrament  is  exposed  every  day  in  their  chapel, 
and  one  may  attend  all  the  public  exercises  where  prayers  are 
recited  by  the  nuns  in  a  manner  recalling  the  old  monastic  times. 


XXIV.  THE  CONVENT  OF  THE  REDEMPTORISTINE  NUNS 

— On  the  5th  August  1905,  three  Redemptoristine  nuns  from 
Marienthal,  Holland,  arrived  at  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre  where 
they  founded  a  monastery  of  their  Order ;  the  first  of  that  kind 
ever  established  on  the  shores  of  America. 

Two  months  later  the  good  Sisters  were  rejoiried  by  six  other 
companions,  who  wish  to  be  partakers  of  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships, which  inevitably  follow  all  new  foundations. 

The  plans  of  the  convent  and  chapel  were  drawn  by  Mr. 
Kmile  Tanguay,  architect  of  Quebec. 

The  stately  building  constructed  in  Gothic  style,  is  beautifully 
situated  on  the  slope  of  Beaupre's  hill,  overlooking  the  majestic 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  famous  Basilica  of  Good  St.  Anne. 


THE)  CONVKNT  OF  THE)  REDKMPTORISTINR  NUNS 


girectiVc  part 

I.  ARTICLES  OF  DEVOTION  AND  SOUVENIRS 

The  Fathers  in  charge  of  the  Holy  Shrine  maintain,  for  the 
convenience  of  pilgrims  and  visitors,  a  store  where  articles  of 
devotion,  and  souvenirs  are  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary. 
These  may  be  procured  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  They  hereby 
declare  that  they  have  no  agent,  on  board  the  boats  or  else- 
where, to  sell  any  objects  in  their  name. 

At  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  there  is  but  the  store  in  the  lower 
Sacristy^  with  its  two  branches,  the  one  in  the  parvis,  the 
other  at  the  door  of  the  covered  passage  leading  from  the  church 
to  the  Sacristy,  that  are  under  their  control  and  where  objects 
are  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Shrine. 

The  blessing  of  pious  objects  and  souvenirs  takes  place  in 
the  church,  every  day,  at  the  following  hours  : 

1°  After  the  7  o'cl.  mass. 

2°  At  ir.  o'cl.  a.  m. 

3°  At  3,  o'cl.  p.  m. 

4°  At  the  evening  service. 

5°  At  the  last  exercise  of  every  pilgrimage. 

Pilgrims  are  requested  to  secure  their  pions  articles  and 
souvenirs  in  due  time,  so  that  they  may  always  have  them 
blessed  at  one  or  other  of  the  aforesaid  hours.  The  strict 
observance  of  this  rule  will  serve  to  maintain  good  order  and  to 
avoid  annoyances  both  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Shrine  and  to 
the  pilgrims  themselves. 

N.  B. — When  at  the  hour  fixed  for  the  blessing  of  the  articles, 
a  public  office  happens  to  take  place  in  the  Basilica,  the  blessing 
is  given  in  the  Sacristy. 
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ll. ANNALS  OF  GOOD  SAINT  ANNE  DE  BEAUPRE 

The  Annals  of  Good  St.  Anne  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
Sanctuary  and  Pilgrimages.  This  interesting  Review  is  pub- 
lished monthly  in  French  and  in  Knglish.  Edited  at  the  very 
source  of  the  events,  by  the  Fathers  in  charge  of  the  venerable 
Church,  it  acquaints  its  readers  with  everything  noteworthy 
that  happens  at  Beaupre,  and  announces  once  a  month  to  45,000 
families,  the  goodness  and  the  benefits  of  the  great  Wonder- 
worker of  Canada. 

Rate  of  subscription. — 50  cents  a  year,  payable  in  ad- 
vance.—  Six  subscriptions  to  the  same  address:  $2.50.  —  Life 
subscription  :  |io.oo. 

Subscriptions  commence  with  the  month  of  May  ;  so  that 
persons  subscribing  during  the  year,  receive  the  back  numbers 
for  that  year. 

Spiritual  advantages  offered  to  subscribers.— 

The  living  have  a  share  in  two  masses  which  are  said,  every 
week,  for  their  intention,  at  the  Shrine  of  St.  Anne.  The  dead 
have  a  share  in  another  mass  which  is  said  for  them  on  the  first 
Friday  of  every  month,  and  in  a  solemn  service  chanted  yearly 
within  the  octave  of  All  Souls  Day. 

Moreover  the  livifig  and  the  dead  participate  in  the  merits 
of  all  the  prayers,  good  works  and  apostolic  labors  of  the  Com- 
munity of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers,  at  St  Anne  de  Beaupre. 
— These  advantages  are  extended  to  the  household  of  every 
subscriber. 

N.  B. — Subscriptions  are  received  in  the  Sacristy. 


III.  PIOUS  ASSOCIATIONS 

As  civil  associations  are  powerful  means  to  promote  the 
temporal  interests  of  Society,  so  also  pious  associations  are 
powerful  means  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  souls.  For  this 
reason,  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  have  at  all  times  encouraged 
them  by  enriching  them  with  numerous  spiritual  advantages. 

Three  of  these  associations  or  confraternities  have  been  founded 
in  the  church  of  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  in  favor  of  devout  pilgrims. 
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I.  The  Archconfraternity  of  St.  Anne.—  (Founded 
April  26th,  3889.) 

Object  of  the  Archconfraternity:  To  glorify  St.  Anne, 
by  spreading  her  devotion,  and  thereby  extending  to  a  greater 
number  of  souls  these  marvellous  graces  which  God  have 
been  pleased  to  bestov^  on  the  devout  clients  of  this  povrerful 
Patroness,  such  is  the  end  proposed  by  the  establishment  of 
this  Archconfraternity. 

Conditions  of  membership  :  To  become  a  member,  it  is 
necessary,  firstly,  to  have  your  name  enrolled  ou  the  register 
of  the  Association. — A  small  ofifering  is  usually  made  at  the 
same  time. 

Secondly,  intending  members  should  apply  personally  for 
admission.  Yet  those  who  cannot  personally  appear  before  the 
director,  may  be  enrolled,  although  absent,  provided  it  be  not 
without  their  knowledge,  but  on  their  own  request. 

Thirdly,  they  should  promise  to  honor  Good  St.  Anne  and 
do  all  in  their  power  to  have  her  honored  by  others. 

Pious  practices  :  The  members  are  asked  to  adopt  the 
following  pious  practices  : 

Firstly,  always  to  wear  the  medal  of  St.  Anne  and  to  have  a 
picture  of  the  Saint  in  their  house. 

Secondly,  to  recite  daily  a  Pater  and  an  Ave  for  all  the  Asso- 
ciates, adding  the  invocation  :  *'Good  St.  Anne,  pray  for  us," 
said  three  times. 

Thirdly,  to  approach  the  Sacraments  every  month,  and  renew 
the  act  of  consecration  to  St.  Anne.  —  No  special  formula  is 
prescribed. 

Spiritual  advantages  :  Associates,  may  gaiu  a  plenary 
indulgence,  firstly,  on  the  day  of  reception  into  the  Arch- 
confraternity, provided  they  receive  holy  Communion,  and  visit 
the  church  of  the  Association,  and  there  pray  for  the  intentions 
of  the  Pope. 

Secondly,  four  times  a  year,  on  days  appointed  by  the  Bishop 
of  the  diocese. 

Thirdly,  at  the  hour  of  death.  —  (See  the  Manual  of  the 
Archconfraternity. ) 
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II.  The  Archconfraternity  of  Our  I^ady  of  Perpetual 
Help.— (Founded  in  1890.) 

Object  of  the  Archconfraternity :  To  honor  the  Blessed 
Virgin  under  the  title  oi  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help ^  and  to 
have  her  honored  by  others,  such  is  the  end  intended  by  the 
establishment  of  the  Association. 

Conditions  of  membership  :  To  become  a  member  it 
suffices  to  have  one's  name  inscribed  on  the  register  of  the 
Association.  Intending  members  should  apply  for  admission 
either  personally  or  on  their  own  request  made  through  some 
other  person  authorized  by  them. — Pilgrims  must  apply  at  the 
Sacristy. 

Pious  practices  :  The  members  will  be  faithful  in  the 
observance  of  the  follov^ing  practices  : 

Firstly,  to  wear  the  medal  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help, 
and  to  have  her  picture  in  their  homes. 

Secondly,  to  recite,  in  the  morning  and  at  night,  three  Hail 
Marys  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  one  Gloria  in  honor  of  St. 
Alphonsus,  with  these  two  invocations:  ''O  Mary,  mother 
of  Perpetual  Help,  pray  for  me.  My  protector,  St.  Alphonsus, 
ordain  that  in  all  my  needs  I  have  recourse  to  Mary." 

Thirdly,  to  go  to  confession  and  holy  Communion  once  a 
month,  and  to  renew  the  act  of  consecration  :  —  No  special 
formula  is  prescribed. 

Advantages :  Firstly,  associates  participate,  in  a  special 
manner,  in  the  prayers  and  good  works  accomplished  by  all  the 
members  of  the  archconfraternity. 

Secondly,  they  share  likewise,  in  the  apostolic  labors,  prayers 
and  other  good  works  performed  by  the  members  of  the  Con- 
gregation of  the  Most  Holy  Redeemer. 

III.  The  Confraternity  of  the  Holy  Face— (Founded 
in  1889. ) 

Object  of  this  Confraternity:  Extirpation  of  and  repar- 
ation for  blasphemy 

Conditions  of  membership  :  Firstly,  to  have  one's  name 
inscribed  on  the  register  of  the  Confraternity.  ( Apply  at  the 
Office  in  the  Sacristy.) 
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Secondly,  to  promise  never 
to  utter  blasphemous  words. 

Thirdly,  to  use  one's 
authority  or  influence  to 
stop  others  from  blasphem- 
ing. 

Practices  :  Firstly,  to 
wear  on  oneself  the  medal 
of  the  Holy  Face. 

Secondly,  to  recite  daily 
a  Pater  and  an  Ave  for  the 
reformation  of  blasphemers. 

Thirdly,  to  go  to  commu- 
nion, once  a  year,  in  repara- 
tion for  the  numberless  sins 
of  blasphemy  committed  in 
the  world. 


THE  HOIvY  FACK 


IV.  THE  PERPETUAL  MASS 

Theology  teaches  us  that  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  is  of 
infinite  value.  We  know,  besides,  that  each  Mass  benefits  all 
the  faithful,  but  more  specially  those  who  are  present,  and  still 
more  so,  those  who  acquired  rights  to  the  fruits  produced  by  it. 

On  these  theological  principles  is  based  the  Association  of 
the  Perpetual  Mass,  founded  in  the  Shrine  of  Beaupre,  and 
approved  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Taschereau,  October  20th 
1891. 

To  belong  to  this  Association,  all  that  is  required  is  an  offer- 
ing of  50  cents  to  the  Shrine  of  Good  St.  Anne.  Whosoever 
makes  the  gaid  offering,  participates,  living  or  dead,  in  a  Mass 
said^  every  day  for  all  time^  at  the  Shrine.  He  also  participates 
in  iho-p  lib  lie  prayers  which  are  offered  daily,  in  the  Basilica,  for 
the  benefactors  of  the  Shrine,  and  for  all  persons  recommended. 

On  the  same  condition  a  deceased  person  or  any  person  in 
whom  one  takes  an  interest,  may  become  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Perpetual  Mass. 
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V.  INDULGENCES 


I.  Indulgences  attached  to  the  Basilica. 

1°  y/  plenary  indulgence  on  the  ordinary  conditions,  on  th^ 
following  days  :  July  26th,  feast  of  St.  Anne  ;  August  2nd,  feast 
of  St.  Alplionsus ;  and  October  23d.  anniversary  of  the  conse- 
cration of  the  Basilica. 

2°  y^  plenary  indulgence,  likewise  for  every  Communion 
received  in  the  church  of  St.  Anne  at  Beaupre. 

3°  An  indulgence  of  seven  years  and  seven  quarantines^ 
granted  to  all  the  faithful  who  visit  the  church  of  St.  Anne  de 
Beaupre  with  a  contrite  heart,  and  there  pray  for  the  intention 
of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff. 

4°  An  indulgence  of  forty  days,  for  each  visit  made  to  the 
Basilica,  provided  that  one  recites  at  least  a  Pater  and  an  Ave 
in  favor  of  those  recommended  to  the  prayers  of  the  pilgrims. 

5°  An  indulgence  of  forty 
days  granted  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Quebec,  to  the 
faithful  who  are  present  at 
the  procession  of  the  relic, 
which  takes  place  twice  a 
month  in  the  church  of  St. 
Anne  de  Beaupr^. 

6°  The  indulgence  of  the 
seven  altars. —  On  January 
i6th,  1889,  His  Holiness  Pope 
Leo  XIII  attached  to  a  visit 
to  seven  altars  of  the  Basil- 
ica of  Beaupre,  all  the  indul- 
gences of  the  seven  privi- 
leged altars  of  St.  Peter's  in 
Rome.    These  indulgences 

may  be  gained  twelve  times  begin,  archbishop 

a  year,  namely  :  on  the  sec-  OF  QUEBEC 

oud  Sunday  of  each   month. —  The  seven  privileged  altars 
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ar^ the  three  in  the  Basilica  proper,  and  the  first  two,  on  each 
side,  in  the  side  chapels  which  are  nearest  to  the  Sanctuary. 

7°  The  indulgence  called  Portiuncula.  —  From  midday 
August  ist,  till  night-fall,  August  the  2nd,  a  plenary  indulgence 
may  be  gained,  on  the  ordinary  conditions,  as  often  as  a  visit 
is  made  to  the  church  of  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre. 

II.  Indulgences  of  the  Scala  Santa. 

The  pilgrims  who  ascend  the  Holy  Steps  on  their  knees,  and 
meditate  on  Our  Saviour's  sufferings,  gain  an  indulgence  of 
300  days  at  each  step,  making  in  all  :  8400  days  or  twenty- 
three  years. 

III.  Indulgences  of  the  Memorial  Chapel. 

An  indulgence  of  100  days,  once  a  day,  for  all  who  visit  the 
chapel,  and,  kneeling,  there  pray  for  the  intention  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff. 

IV.  Indulgences  of  the  Chapel  of  the  Departed. 

1°  An  indulgence  of  seven  years  and  sevefi  quarantines,  on 
reciting,  with  a  contrite  heart,  seven  Hail  Marys  in  honor  of 
the  seven  dolors  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

2°  Another  indulgence  of  seven  years  and  seven  quarantines, 
each  time  that  one  recites,  in  favor  of  the  souls  in  Purgatory, 
the  following  invocation  :  "  Lord  Jesus,  grant  them  eternal 
rest." 

3°  An  indulgence  of  300  days,  each  time  one  piously  recites 
five  Paters,  five  Aves  and  five  Glorias,  in  honor  of  the  five 
wounds  of  Our  Lord. 


VI.  HOURS  OF  SERVICES  IN  THE  BASILICA 

(during  the  PII.GRIMAGK  SEASON ). 

I.  Regular  services. 

Sunday. — Low  masses  at  6  and  7  o'cl.  — High  Mass  at  7.30 
for  the  parishioners,  and  at  9  o'cl.  for  the  pilgrims. 

Vespers  at  4,  p.  m.  followed  by  Benediction  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament. 
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Other  days.— Masses  at  5.30,  6  and  7  o'cl.— Rosary  and 
feenediclion  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7  o'cl.  p.  m. 

II.  Blessing  of  articles  of  devotion. 

1°  Every  day,  after  the  7  o'cl.  Mass,  and  at  the  evening 
service,  (without  veneration  of  St.  Anne's  Relic.) 

2°  Every  day,  at  11  a.  m.  and  3  p.  m.  (v^ith  veneration  of  St. 
Anne's  Relic. ) 

III.  Confession  and  Communion. 

Confessions  are  usually  heard  in  the  Sacristy,  from  5.30  to 
I  r.30  a.  m.  and  from  4.30  to  6.30  p.  m. 

In  the  event  of  a  great  concourse  of  pilgrims,  confessions 
are  heard  also  in  the  side  chapels. 

To  preserve  order,  Holy  Communion  is  never  given  during 
Mass.  Those  wishing  to  communicate,  must  do  so  either  before 
or  after  each  Mass  said  at  the  High  Altar. 


VII.  ANSWER  TO  A  FEW  QUESTIONS 

1st  Question. — What  does  the  title  oi  basilica  given  to  the 
church  of  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre,  signify  ? 

Answer. — The  word  basilica"  m^OiXis  royal  house — Among 
the  Greeks,  the  basilica  designated  the  residence  of  the  State 
ruler.  Among  the  Romans,  this  name  was  given  to  a  vast 
building  which  had  some  resemblance  to  our  churches,  and 
which  was  used  at  the  same  time  as  a  market  and  a  Court-house. 
Among  the  Christians  of  the  first  centuries,  the  Basilicas  were 
the  places  devoted  to  divine  worship.  Later  on,  the  name  of 
basilica  was  given  only  to  certain  notable  churches,  and  finally 
it  became,  in  the  course  of  time,  an  honorary  title  showing  a 
distinction,  an  idea  of  pre-eminence. 

Basilicas  are  distinguished  by  major  and  minor.  St.  Peter's 
in  Rome,  St.  John  Lateran  and  St.  Mary  Major  are  major 
basilicas.  Our  I^ady  of  Lourdes  and  of  La  Salette,  St.  Anne  at 
Auray,  and  St.  Anne  at  Beaupre  are  minor  basilicas.  Now  to 
this  title  of  basilica  are  attached  honors  and  privileges,  the  first 


of  which  consists  in  the  pre-eminence  over  other  churches,  and 
the  second,  in  the  usage  of  insignia  proper  to  each  basilica, 
and  figuring  at  the  head  of  all  its  processions. 

Canada  has  been  given  by  Christ  to  St.  Anne  as  an  inher- 
itance. She  is  the  mistress  and  sovereign  of  our  dear  country. 
Now  the  Basilica  of  Beaupre  is,  as  it  were,  the  palace  of  this 
glorious  Sovereign  and  the  scene  of  her  royal  bounty. 

Ilnd  Question.— Why  do 
we  give  to  the  Wonder-worker 
of  Beaupre  the  name  of  Good 
St.  Anne. 

Answer.— This  name  has 
been  given  to  her  by  the  ten- 
der and  afifectionnate  piety  of 
our  forefathers.  It  is  like  the 
expression  of  the  ardent  grati- 
tude of  a  whole  people  for  the 
numerous  favors  which  the 
good  Saint  has  showered  on 
our  country.  Moreover,  the 
epithet  *'good"  has  a  parti- 
cular meaning  on  the  lips  of 
devotees  of  St.  Anne  It  gives 
them  a  taste  of  the  unction  of 
the  love  which  they  have  for 
their  dear  Patroness,  and  of  the 
confidence  which  they  put  in 
her  maternal  protection. 

WJy^  Question.—  Is  it  ne- 

cCvSsary  to  have  the  affected 
part  of  the  body  touched  by 
the  Relic  of  St.  Anne  in  order 
to  obtain  a  cure. 

Answer. — By  no  means.  There  is  even  in  this  mania  of 
certain  pilgrims,  who  wish  to  have  the  sacred  Relic  applied  to 
all  the  afflicted  parts  of  their  body,  something  contrary  to  the 


niHlliE3 


GOOD  ST.  ANNK 


—  69  — 


reverence  and  respect  due  to  St.  Anne  and  her  hallowed 
remains  ;  there  is  also  in  this  the  sign  of  a  misplaced  devotion. 
Besides,  it  is  a  matter  of  experience  that  a  sick  or  an  infirm 
person  never  or  rarely  obtains  his  cure  in  this  manner.  To  kiss 
the  Holy  Relic  with  respect  and  confidence,  is  the  only  thing 
necessary,  it  therefore  should  bet[he  only  thing  asked  for  by 
pilgrims. 

jyth  Question.— Do  we  not  obtain  a  request  more  readily 
when  a  ceremony  is  performed  for  ourselves  alone? 

Answer.— The  pilgrims  who  set  their  mind  on  such  an  idea, 
are  laboring  under  delusion  ;  their  devotion  is  also  misplaced. 
What  does  it  matter  whether,  at  the  instant  of  the  veneration 
of  the  holy  Relic,  or  the  reading  of  St.  Anne's  Gospel,  or  the 
blessings  of  articles  of  dev^otion,  one  be  in  the  crowd  of  pilgrims 
or  alone  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  the  priest?  Can  there  be  found 
in  this  something  calculated  to  move  the  heart  of  God  and 
Good  St.  Anne  more  to  pity,  or  to  give  greater  efficacy  to  the 
liturgical  prayers  ?  Does  not  the  Wonder-worker  remain  always 
free  to  distribute  her  favors  to  whom  she  wishes,  as  she  wishes 
and  when  she  wishes  ?  Besides,  let  one  rest  assured  of  this  : 
public  prayers  and  blessings  are  always  the  best  and  the  most 
effective,  and  consequently  the  most  proper  to  draw  down  the 
benediction  of  heaven  and  the  favors  of  Good  St.  Anne. 

V^^  Question. — Why  do  we  meet  with  sick  and  infirm  who 
do  not  succeed  in  obtaining  their  cure  at  the  Shrine  of  Good 
St.  Anne,  whilst  others  obtain  it  so  easily,  sometimes  on  their 
very  first  pilgrimage? 

Answer. — This  fact  must  be  attributed  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  three  following  reasons  : — Either  these  sick  do  not  pray 
with  sufficient  dispositions  to  be  heard, — or  the  favorable  mo- 
ment to  be  heard  has  not  yet  come  for  them, — or  it  would  be 
rather  a  misfortune  for  them  if  their  prayers  were  heard. 

For  St.  Anne's  graces  are  real  blessings,  and  she  grants 
nothing  that  will  not  conduce  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
suppliant.  This  is  the  reason  why  some  persons'  prayers  are 
heard  and  those  of  others  apparently  unheard. 
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Besides,  let  those  who  come  to  the  Shrine  without  receiving 
the  full  accomplishment  of  their  prayers,  remember  what  hap- 
pened at  the  Probatic  Pool,  in  the  time  of  Our  Saviour.  Of  all 
the  crowd  of  sick,  blind  and  cripples  waiting  for  the  movement 
of  the  water,  only  one  was  cured  at  a  time.  Why  were  they 
not  all  cured  ?  God  only  knows  it ;  His  holy  will  is  the  reason 
of  all  things. 

VI^^  Question. —  Are  there  truly  miraculous  cures  per- 
formed at  the  Shrine  of  Beaupre  ? 

Answer. — That  there  are  truly  miraculous  cures  performed 
at  the  Shrine,  is  a  fact  as  evident  as  the  light  of  day  ;  even  non- 
Catholics  who  happen  to  vntness  it,  are  forced  to  admit  it.  Ivet 
those  who  do  not  believe  in  the  reality  of  miraculous  cures  at 
St.  Anne's  cast  a  glance  at  the  heaps  of  crutches  hanging  to  the 
walls  of  the  church  ;  let  them  spend  a  few  days  at  the  Shrine,  and 
they  will  judge  for  themselves  ;  or  let  them  read  the  following 
extract  from  an  article  written  by  a  well  known  American 
author,  Mr.  Joaquin  Miller,  after  a  visit  to  the  famous  Shrine. 

During  the  month  I  spent  in  Quebec,  I  often  conversed  with 
men  of  quality,  lawyers,  writers,  etc.,  and  I  did  not  meet  with 
any  who  doubted  the  efficacy  of  prayer  addressed  to  St.  Anne, 

For  my  part,  I  have  not  seen  the  blind  recover  their  sight, 
but  an  Knglish  lady  of  great  distinction,  Mrs.  G.  P.,  related  to 
me  the  details  of  the  cure  of  a  little  girl  ten  years  old,  who  had 
been  blind  from  her  birth.  I  never  heard  a  more  charming  and 
pathetic  tale.  All  that  I  know  is  that  it  is  true.  The  narrator 
is  of  most  honorable  family  ;  she  is  a  friend  of  one  of  the 
greatest  of  living  poets,  and  one  of  her  brothers  is  a  litterary 
celebrity 

That  lady  led  me,  one  day,  into  the  humble  chapel  of  the 
convent  at  St.  Anne.  In  a  corner,  a  nun,  dressed  in  black,  was 
kneeling.  She  was  blind.  She  had  come  from  a  distance  ;  she 
spent  her  whole  days  in  prayer,  waiting  to  be  cured,  "Will  she 
recover  her  sight?  Asked  I.— Yes,  most  certainly,"  answered 
the  good  lady,  and  she  related  marvellous  things  she  had 
witnessed  at  St.  Anne's. 
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That  same  day,  I  remarked  in  the  church  a  poor  old  mau  all 
crippled,  and  £0  weak  that  he  could  not  even  use  crutches. 
They  helped  him  to  drag  himself  as  far  as  the  statue.  He  sank 
down  at  its  feet.  As  I  had  not  come  to  pray,  but  to  see,  I 
attentively  fixed  my  eyes  on  that  man.  Nor  could  I  easily 
remove  them  from  those  features  in  which  feeling  and  life 
seemed  extinct,  and  so  deadly  pale.  Yet  the  sufferer  raised  his 
head  and  his  lips  moved.  I  will  say  no  more,  lest  I  might 
profane  the  subject.  Let  me  merely  add  that  I  saw  the  old  man 
restored  to  health,  if  not  to  youth.  He  arose,  and  I  followed 
him  as  far  as  the  door.  There,  he  took  his  travelling-bag  and 
his  stick,  and  began  to  walk  with  a  vigorous  step.  I  followed 
him  for  a  while.  No  doubt  could  remain  :  he  was  cured. 

You  may  think  it  absurd  that  an  old  dreamer  and  rhymer, 
who  never  had  faith  in  any  religion,  and  never  had  time  to 
pray,  should  be  caught  relating  such  facts,  giving  his  word  of 
honor  that  all  which  has  just  been  said  is  the  sober  truth.  But 
so  it  is,  the  truth,  and  I  know  that  the  miracles  attributed  to 
St.  Anne,  the  good  St.  Amie  de  Beaupre^  as  they  call  her,  are 
authentic,  and  that  if  miracles  were  wrought  in  olden  times, 
they  are  wrought  nowadays. 

There  may  and  doubtless,  there  will  come  hither  many  Amer- 
ican travellers  disposed  to  laugh  at  all  they  see.  Americans  are 
so  fond  of  laughing  !  But,  allow  me  to  say  it,  this  feature  of 
our  national  character,  which  makes  us  smile  at  what  we  don't 
understand,  and  treat  with  contempt  ideas  current  elsewhere, 
sometimes  goes  a  great  deal  too  far. ' ' 

VII^i^  Question. — Can  a  sick  or  infirm  non-Catholic  obtain 
his  cure  from  the  Good  St.  Anne,  at  Beaupre  ? 

Answer. — Yes  indeed,  if,  on  the  one  hand,  at  the  moment 
of  his  visit  to  the  Shrine,  he  has  the  necessary  dispositions  of 
mind  and  hearty  and  if  on  the  other  hand,  his  cure  might  turn 
to  the  greater  good  of  his  soul,  as  well  as  to  the  greater  glory 
of  God. —We  read  the  following,  in  the  Annals  of  St.  Anne, 
October,  1898  : 

At  eleven  o'clock  especially,  we  have  regularly  from  100  to 
150  tourists  most  of  whom  are  Americans  and  Protestants  who 
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are  attracted  to  this  spot  and  who,  we  must  say,  visit  it  with 
much  respect  and  interest.  These  visits  to  the  shrine  of  the 
great  Wonder-worker  of  Canada  have  already  produced,  in 
many  instances,  conversions  to  the  true  Church,  and  also 
bodily  cures.  In  fact,  one  case  is  cited  where  a  person  who 
came  here  ill  was  radically  cured  by  merely  touching  the  relic 
at  the  moment  of  departure.  She  had  time  only  to  take  of  her 
gold  watch  worth  $80.00,  and  hand  it  to  the  Father  who  had 
taken  an  interest  in  her,  saying  :  /  wish  to  become  a  Catholic^ 

VIIB^  Question. — Why  has  St.  Anne  the  gift  of  miracles 
more  than  any  of  the  other  Saints,  even  those  who  astonished 
the  world  by  their  sublime  virtues  and  marvellous  deeds? 

Answer. — There  can  be  given  a  threefold  reason  of  this 
fact  which  is  glorious  to  our  beloved  Patroness. 

First,  it  is  because  St.  Anne,  on  account  of  her  dignity  as 
ancestress  of  the  Saviour,  is  endowed  with  special  privileges, 
and  has  more  power  with  God  than  any  other  Saint,  which 
power  she,  in  her  maternal  kindness,  uses  in  behalf  of  her 
devout  clients. 

Secondly  because  she  shares  in  the  high  privileges  of  her 
beloved  daughter,  the  Queen  of  heaven,  who  to  honor  her 
mother,  gives  her  full  power  to  dispose  of  the  heavenly  treas- 
ures as  she  pleases. 

Let  it  be  added  as  a  third  reason,  that  the  greater  our  con- 
fidence in  a  Saint  is,  the  more  numerous  are  the  favors  obtained 
and  the  miracles  performed  by  the  intercession  of  that  Saint. 
Now  it  is  true  to  say  that  few  among  the  Saints  inspire  us  with 
greater  confidence  than  the  One  so  privileged  as  to  be  at  the 
same  time  the  mother  of  the  Immaculate  Virgin  and  the  grand 
mother  of  the  Man-God,  Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus-Christ. 

IX^^^  Question.— What  is  St.  Anne's  oil  ? 

Answer. — The  oil  which  the  pilgrims  call  vSt.  Anne's  oil,  is 
ordinary  olive  oil  that  has  burned  for  some  hours  before  the 
relic,  or  the  miraculous  statue  of  the  Wonder-worker.  We 
now  the  natural  properties  of  this  oil.  But  God,  by  an  effect  of 
his  power  and  goodness,  very  often  adds  to  its  natural  properties 
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a  miraculous  curing  power,  in  favor  of  the  sick  and  infirm  who 
use  it  with  faith.  He  wishes  thus  to  glorify  the  holy  ancestress 
of  his  only  Son  made  man,  Our  Ivord  and  Saviour  Jesus-Christ. 
X^i^  Question.— What  is  a  pilgrimage? 

Answer. — A  pilgrimage  is  a  voyage  of  devotion  undertaken 
with  a  religious  intention,  either  to  give  thanks  for  graces 
received  or  to  beg  for  some  special  favor.  Almighty  God  has 
at  all  times  favored  the  development  of  these  public  acts  of 
devotion,  by  rewarding  the  faith  of  pilgrims  with  numerous, 
signal  and  often  wonderful  graces  ;  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  and 
Bishops  have  never  ceased  to  encourage  them.  Experience 
proves  that  pilgrimages  rightly  performed  awaken  failh,  arouse 
fervor,  and  strenghten  souls  in  the  practice  of  the  duties  of 
Christian  life.  But  in  order  that  pilgrimages  may  produce  happy 
results,  it  is  necessary  that  the  proper  means  be  employed. 

Xlti^  Question.  —  What  ceremonies  take  place  when  an 
organised  pilgrimage  comes  to  the  Shrine. 

Answer. — The  pilgrims  enter  the  Basilica  with  the  ringing 
of  the  bell  and  the  chanting  of  hymns  ;  they  receive  the  Sacra- 
ments of  Penance  and  Holy  Eucharist  ;  then  they  have  high 
Mass,  a  sermon  on  St.  Anne,  procession  around  the  park, 
blessing  of  articles  of  devotion,  Benediction  of  the  most  Blessed 
Sacrament,  veneration  of  the  holy  Relics,  after  which  the 
pilgrims  depart  from  the  Shrine  with  prayers  and  sacred  chants. 
Such  is  the  order  of  the  ceremonies  that  usually  take  place  on 
the  occasion  of  each  pilgrimage.  As  may  be  seen,  nothing  is 
wanting  which  might  favor  the  piety  of  the  pilgrims,  and  cause 
them  to  derive  abundant  fruits  of  salvation  from  their  pilgrim- 
age. All  return  happy  and  satisfied,  promising  themselves, 
another  visit. 

VIII.   HOW  TO  MAKE  A  GOOD  PILGRIMAGE 

Many  pilgrims  on  arriving  at  the  Shrine,  ask  how  the}^  may 
make  a  good  pilgrimage,  render  St.  Anne  favorable  to  them, 
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and  obtain  from  her  the  favors  they  come  to  seek.  To  answer 
their  questions,  we  mention  here  the  pious  practices  generally- 
performed  at  the  Sanctuary  of  Good  St.  Anne,  and  which,  as 
far  as  circumstances  and  time  allow,  must  occupy  every  good 
pilgrim. 

Confession  and  Communion.  —  As  the  most  intimate 
friends  are  always  the  most  favored,  pilgrims  must  think,  first 
of  all,  of  having  their  offenses,  light  or  grievous,  pardoned  by 
^a  good  confession,  and  of  gaining  the  heart  of  the  Distributer 
of  all  gifts,  by  one  or  several  fervent  communions,  according 
to  the  confessor's  advice.  — It  is  a  known  fact  that  the  greater 
number  of  miraculous  cures  or  favors  are  obtained,  at  the 
Shrine,  after  a  fervent  communion.  The  moment  the  pilgrim 
receives  holy  Communion  is  therefore  the  most  important  of 
his  pilgrimage. 

The  Holy  Mass. — According  to  St.  Alphonsus,  Holy  Mass 
devoutly  offered  or  heard,  is  the  surest  way  to  gain  the  favors 
of  God  ;  it  is  the  golden  key  which  opens  to  us  the  treasury  of 
heavenly  benedictions.  Certainly,  the  Lord  grants  his  favors 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places  ;  but  he  grants  them  more  readily 
and  in  greater  abundance  during  Holy  Mass,  and  why  ?  Because 
we  are  not  then  praying  alone  ;  because  Jesus-Christ  prays  for 
us  and  with  us  ;  He  then  unites  himself  to  St.  Anne  to  intercede 
with  God  in  our  behalf.  This  is  why  St.  John  Chrysostom 
affirms  that  the  graces  one  does  not  succeed  in  obtaining  during 
Mass,  will  be  obtained  with  great  difiiculty  at  other  times. 

Prayer. — There  is  no  prayer  better  than  the  ardent  wish  of 
a  heart  full  of  confidence,  and  at  the  same  time  resigned  to  the 
divine  will.  Begin  with  this,  devout  pilgrims.  With  a  childish 
confidence,  open  your  heart  to  Good  St.  Anne.  Speak  to  her 
frankly  and  openly.  Tell  her,  a  thousand  times,  your  plans, 
your  hopes,  your  sorrows  and  your  joys  ;  ask  her  herself  to 
present  your  requests  to  Jesus  and  Mary.  Yes,  pray  and  pray 
hard,  but  do  not  forget  that  prayer,  in  order  to  be  heard,  must 
be  humble  and  devout,  confident  and  persevering ,  and  have  an 
object  useful  to  salvation. 
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It  is  well  to  recite,  when  at  the  feet  of  St.  Anne,  three  or 
nine  times  the  Pater  and  the  Ave,  followed  by  the  invocation  : 

Good  St.  Anne,  pray  for  us."  One  may  also  recite  the  small 
beeds  of  St.  Anne,  which  is  composed  of  one  Pater  and  five 
Aves  said  three  times  :  the  first  time,  in  honor  of  Jesus  ;  the 
second,  in  honor  of  Mary,  and  the  third,  in  honor  of  St.  Anne. 

Sacrifices  and  promises.—  How  edifying  it  is  to  see  the 
sacrifices  which  the  devout  pilgrims  impose  on  themselves,  in 
order  to  touch  the  heart  of  God  and  Good  St.  Anne,  and  to  be 
more  surely  heard.  Fasting  and  abstinence,  alms  in  favor  of 
the  Shrine  ;  the  gift  of  a  precious  article  ;  promise  never  to 
take  part  in  certain  amusements,  to  correct  certain  defects,  to 
subscribe  to  the  Annals  of  St.  Anne^  to  make  a  thanksgiving 
pilgrimage,  and  so  on.  How  fortunate  are  the  pilgrims  thus 
disposed  !  Good  St.  Anne  will  not  fail  to  overwhelm  them 
with  favors. 

Candles  and  lamps. — There  are  pilgrims  who,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  request  more  readily,  have  lamps  or  tapers  burned 
before  the  statue  or  the  relic  of  St.  Anne.  This  pious  practice, 
which  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Church,  can  only 
be  verj'  agreeable  to  the  good  Saint.  For  the  candle  or  the 
lamp  which  is  burning  before  the  altar,  is  a  sacrifice  of  praise 
offered  to  the  Divine  Majesty,  a  prayer  which  ascends  conti- 
nually to  the  throne  of  our  powerful  and  good  Mother. 

Veneration  of  the  holy  Relics.— After  holy  Communion, 
the  act  most  agreeable  to  St.  Anne  and  the  one  most  calculated 
to  obtain  her  favors,  is  the  veneration  of  her  holy  Relic.  The 
devout  pilgrim  should  therefore  take  advantage  of  all  the  occa- 
sions which  present  themselves  for  venerating  with  respect, 
confidence  and  love  the  sacred  remains  of  the  Wonder-worker. 
However,  it  is  sufficient  to  kiss  the  Relic  with  a  lively  faith, 
and  by  no  means  is  it  necessary  to  apply  or  have  it  applied  to 
the  sick  or  infirm  member. 

Visit  to  the  places  of  devotion.— Dear  pilgrim,  do  you 
wisti  to  employ  holiiy  the  few  hours  or  days  that  you  are  to 
remain  in  this  sacred  spot.?  If  so,  accomplish  your  visits  to  all 
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the  places  of  devotion  with  piety  and  recollection.  Kneel  in 
the  Scala  Santa,  at  the  foot  of  the  Holy  Stairs  which  you  will 
ascend  on  your  knees,  reciting  a  prayer  on  each  step,  or  before 
the  pious  groups  which  recall,  in  so  touching  a  manner,  the 
different'scenes  of  the  Passion  of  Our  Saviour.  Visit  also  the 
Memorial  Chapel  where  you  will  pray  at  the  foot  of  the  altar 
surmounted  by  the  miraculous  painting.  Then  returning  to 
the  Basilica,  visit  the  sixteen  side  chapels  all  of  which  offer  so 
much  to  nourish  devotion.  Finally  kneel  at  the  feet  of  St. 
Anne,  and  before  leaving  her  Sanctuary,  ask  her  with  more 
fervour  and  confidence  than  ever,  to  bless  you,  to  grant  your 
requests  and  to  give  you  strength  and  courage  to  continue 
the  good  combat,  and  to  persevere  till  the  end  in  the  way  of 
salvation. 

These  are  the  principal  practices  of  piety  which  can  be  per- 
formed by  the  pilgrims  for  securing  the  protection  and  favors 
of  Good  St.  Anne.  A  pilgrimage  thus  made  will  certainly  be 
for  the  devout  seeker,  whoever  he  may  be,  a  source  of  abundant 
blessings  spiritual  and  temporal. 


IX.    LINES  ON  ST.  ANNE  DE  BEAUPRE 


I  love  this  sacred  spot,  where  pious  pilgrims  kneel 
Before  thy  holy  shrine,  in  fervent  prayer, 
O  great  St.  Anne,  thy  tender  heart  doth  feel 
For  all  with  true  maternal  love  and  care,  J 
As  they  appeal  to  thee  in  pain  or  grief,  / 
Thou  dost  obtain  for  them  sweet  relief.  / 

The  waters  of  the  grand  Saint  Lawrence  glideSk 
In  calm,  majestic  motion,  on  their  way  ^ 
Past  Bonne  Sainte  Anne,  as  i  f  the  gentle  tide  ^ 
Its  silent  humble  homage  thus  would  pay  ^ 
Before  the  ancient  shrine,  as  on  its  breast 
It  bears  the  pilgrims  to  this  place  of  rest. 
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What  joy  to  hear,  at  evening's  solemn  hour, 
The  music  of  thy  sweet-toned  bell  resound 
O'er  land  and  water,  from  thy  lofty  tower. 
Inviting  all  to  prayer.    Its  heav'nly  sound 
Is  like  an  angel's  warning  from  above, 
Reminding  us  of  God's  eternal  love. 

The  sons  of  St.  Alphonsus  guard  thy  shrine, 
O  good  St.  Anne,  thy  pilgrims  they  receive 
Who  come  to  seek  that  potent  help  of  thine, 
And  speak  consoling  words  to  those  who  grieve 
O'er  sin,  while  they,  as  priests  of  God,  impart 
A  holy  peace  that  heals  the  contrite  heart. 

And  daily  here  the  praise  of  God  is  sung. 
Here  thousands  come  to  bless  his  holy  name  ; 
From  distant  shores  the  faithful,  old  and  young> 
Proclaim  with  joy,  St.  Anne,  thy  glorious  fame. 
They  leave  the  busy  scenes  of  wordly  strife, 
Confess  their  sins,  receive  the  Bread  of  Life. 

How  oft  the  erring  child  of  sin,  for  years 
Astray  from  virtue's  path,  hath  here  obtained 
The  grace  of  true  repentance,  and  in  tears 
Hath  severed  bonds  by  which  he  was  enchained 
In  crime,  but  now  by  thy  assistance  freed  ! 
To  him  a  Mother  thou  hast  proved  indeed. 

How  often  have  the  sick,  the  blind,  the  lame 
Obtained  a  cure  by  thy  maternal  aid. 
Of  all  their  ills,  as  led  by  faith,  they  came 
From  distant  homes,  by  dangers  undismayed. 
As  pilgrims  to  thy  shrine,  o'er  land  and  sea, 
To  seek  for  health  and  comfort  here  from  thee* 
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O  great  St.  Anne  !  behold,  I  call  on  thee 
To  aid  me  in  this  life  of  toil  and  care, 
That  I  to  God  may  ever  faithful  be  ! 
With  pity  listen  to  my  humble  prayer. 
Receive  this  votive  wreath  I  now  entwine 
With  love  to  thee,  to  place  before  thy  shrine. 
St.  Anne  de  Beaupre.  M.  S.  Burke  C.  SS.  R. 

July  26th,  1884. 


Praised,  blessed,  loved  and  glorified, 

In  time  and  in  eternity, 
Be  the  triune  God,  author  of  all  good, 
Jesus-Christ,  His  only  Son,  Our  Saviour, 
The  Immaculate  Virgin  Mary,  Mother  of  God. 
And  Good  Saint  Anne  de  Beaupre. 
Amen. 


CONTENTS. 


OBJECT  OF  THIS  BOOK. 
A  FEW  WORDS  TO  TRA VEI,I.ERS. 


Historical  part 

I.  Saint  Anne  de  Beaupre   1 

II.  Devotion  to  St.  Anne  de  Beaupre   2 

III   Good  Saint  Anne   . .   7 

IV.  The  old  sanctuaries   .  12 

V.  The  Basilica  of  Beaupre   16 

Descriptive  part 

I.  The  high  altar   19 

II.  The  side  altars   21 

III.  The  Shrine  and  Reliquary   23 

IV.  The  holy  table  or  communion  rail.   25 

V.  The  miraculous  statue   29 

VI.  The  pulpit  ,  .   31 

VII.  Crutches  and  votive  offerings   33 

Vlir.  The  organ  of  the  Basilica   33 

IX.  The  electric  light   34 

X.  The  side  chapels   35 

XI.  The  Basilica  chimes   36 

XII.  The  parvis  of  the  Basilica   37 

XIII.  The    EccE  Homo  "  of  the  covered  passage   38 

XIV.  The  dependancies  of  the  Basilica   38 

XV.  Treasury  of  historical  relics   40 

XVI.  The  banner  of  St.  Anne   45 

XVII.  Paintings  in  the  Sacristy   45 


—  80  — 

VIII.  The  Scala  Santa   49 

XIX.  The  holy  well   52 

XX.  The  memorial  chapel   53 

XXI.  Paintings  in  the  chapel    54 

XXII.  The  cemetery   57 

XXIII.  The  convent  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters   58 

XXIV.  The  convent  of  the  Redemptoristine  Nuns   59 

Directive  part 

I.  Articles  of  devotion  and  souvenirs   60 

II.  The  Annals  of  St.  Anne   61 

III.  Pious  associations   61 

IV.  The  perpetual  Mass   64 

V.  Indulgences   65 

VI.  Hours  of  services   66 

VII.  Ansv^ers  to  a  few  questions   67 

VIII.  How  to  make  a  pilgrimage   73 

IX.  Lines  on  St.  Anne   76 


